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Joining the Sixth Form
Introduction
Welcome to the 6th Form at the Frances Bardsley Academy for Girls. If you are looking to be part of
a friendly, intimate and caring 6th form where you are treated like an adult and have teachers that
know your name then this is the place for you. This is also a 6th form where you will be challenged
and supported to produce your best.
Studying for your A Levels here provides you with the opportunity to tailor your education and
specialise in the subjects that are important to you. It is also an opportunity for you to broaden your
horizons: employers and universities are not just looking for academic excellence; they are looking
for well-rounded people with some life experience. We will encourage you to get involved in
opportunities both at the Academy and in the wider community. We have a vibrant enrichment
programme and offer excellent pastoral support.
The Curriculum
From September 2015, the Government has made it a requirement that all 16 year olds remain in
education or training until they are 18 years of age. At FBA, we offer a range of A Level subjects
and four BTEC Level 3 qualifications. There are three pathways.
A –Level Reform
From September 2015, the Government via OFQUAL have introduced a staged reform to A Levels
for all schools
The key changes are:
❖ The new A Levels are to be fully linear: this means that all formal assessment will take place at
the end of the course in Year 13.
❖ For new A Levels, the new AS qualifications will be a standalone qualification and will not
contribute to the A Level mark. After taking advice from universities and in collaborative discussions
with other schools, we have decided not to enter students for the new A.S. Level qualification.
All A Level subjects are now fully linear.

Admissions Policy
Entry into the Sixth Form at The Frances Bardsley Academy is open to all students currently at the
school and to any female student who wishes to apply from another school who can benefit from the
courses offered. We operate an open access policy; however, we expect to admit a maximum
number of 120 in Year 12.

Application closing date is 31st January 2019
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Pathway Options
Subject specific entry requirements are laid out on the individual subject pages

Pathway 1
4 A Levels
In order to do this you will need the following:
• 8+ 9-6 grades at GCSE with at least a 6 in subjects you want to study including a grade 4
or above in either English Language or English Literature and Mathematics
(to study either English Language, English Literature or Mathematics you will need a grade
6 in the same GCSE course)
Pathway 2
3 A Levels or a combination of A-Levels and Extended Certificate BTECs
You will need the following:
• 6+ 9-4 grades at GCSE with at least a 6 in subjects you want to study at A-Level, including
a grade 4 or above in either English Language or English Literature and Mathematics
(to study either English Language, English Literature or Mathematics you will need a
grade 6 in the same GCSE course)
Pathway 3
BTEC Extended Diploma Level 3 in Health and Social Care (equivalent to 3 A Levels)
You will need the following:
• 5 9-4 grades at GCSE Including a grade 4 or above in either English Language or English
Literature and a 4 in Science core/additional or Biology
Or
BTEC Extended Diploma Level 3 in Applied Science (equivalent to 3 A Levels)
• 5 9-4 grades at GCSE including GCSE Single Sciences or GCSE Dual Award Science at 5
or 5/5 respectively, Mathematics 5, English Language 4
A Level and BTEC Courses Offered at FBA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Art
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Economics
English Language
English Literature

•
•
•
•
•
•

Geography
History
Law
Mathematics
Media Studies
Music

•
•
•
•
•
•

Photography
Physics
Physical
Education
Psychology
Religious Studies
Sociology

BTEC courses
• Applied Science
• Health and Social
Care
• ICT
• Musical Theatre

Please note:
1. The course will only run if a sufficient number of girls of an appropriate standard apply for that subject.
This decision is made by the Governing body.
2. Girls may be expected to take part in various trips and visits including residential visits as part of
academic courses or as part of the extra-curricular programme.
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CARERS
At Frances Bardsley we believe that not only are your grades important to you but that you should also
benefit from broadening your life experiences and skills alongside your academic studies. With this in mind
we have developed the CARERS enrichment programme which every student follows throughout their two
years with us.
CARERS stands for –
•
•
•
•
•
•

Creativity
Articulate
Resilient
Empathetic
Reflective
Self-aware

We want to ensure our girls develop and demonstrate these important characteristics in order for them to
become a well-rounded, confident and mature individual ready to embrace all of life’s challenges.
The CARERS enrichment programme includes –
PE – Girls can choose from a wide variety of activities both inside and outside of school including bowling,
yoga, trampolining, zumba, pilates or even using their own personal gym membership.
EPQ – The Extended Project Qualification can be undertaken from Year 12 and during Year 13 leading to the
equivalent of half an A Level. It allows you to develop your personal interests on a topic you feel genuinely
passionate about plus it is a fantastic opportunity to improve the independent research and learning skills that
are highly valued by universities and employers. The end result can be a journal, a model, a film, recording or
performance as well as a presentation and a written report of between 1000 and 5000 words.
Work Experience and Community Volunteering – In an increasingly competitive employment market we
need to provide opportunities for FBA students to stand out from the crowd. Girls are encouraged to get
involved in the local and wider community by volunteering during some of their free time. Girls are expected
to plan and organise work experience relevant to their chosen subject areas in a designated week towards
the end of Year 12.
Workshops and Talks – A wide range of topics relevant to young women today will be explored through a
programme of both written and practical activities. Visiting speakers from a host of different organisations
provide insightful and informative lectures designed to aid deeper thinking and inspire students to reflect on
their views and beliefs.
Lessons are held once a week for one hour with your personal CARERS tutor.
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How to Apply
1. Students that already attend FBA need to hand a completed application form to Mrs Threadgold
in the Rose Sixth Form Centre.
2. Students from outside the School should contact Mrs J. Threadgold, Sixth Form Administrator to
book an appointment and/or receive a prospectus. Tel: 01708 447368 or email to
jthreadgold@fbaok.co.uk
3. Deadline for applications is 31st January 2019
4. Students very often apply for courses that they no longer wish to follow in September. It is
possible to accommodate changes provided new choices are within the existing option columns.

Admission Timetable - Your Path to the Sixth Form
Autumn term in Year 11 (2018)
Promotional Assemblies and Form Time activities
Wednesday 17th October – 6th Form Taster Day
Thursday 8th November - Prospective 6th Form evening
Thursday 22nd November - 6th Form discussions – External students only
Monday 26th November – Friday 7th December - Mock examinations
Thursday 31st January – Application closing date
Sixth Form Focus weeks: subject information and guidance
Late Spring term 2019
Provisional offer letters sent to students and parents
Summer Holiday 2019
GCSE examination results - Thursday 22nd August 2019
Results Day & Following Day
Final subject choice interviews with Sixth Form tutors and completion of registration
Late Applications – All late applications will be considered and students will be offered places if
available.

Options and the Timetable
We believe that students should have the freedom to select the subjects they wish to study in the
Sixth Form which is why we do not impose option blocks at this stage. Once all the application
forms are submitted we enter the student choices into a timetabling programme which creates the
best fit timetable for all students. The vast majority of students will have the potential to study the
subjects they wish; if clashes occur we will contact and discuss this with you.
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Why choose BTEC Applied Science?
The course offers a practical based approach to level 3 study in science to
best prepare students for work in the science industries. The skills learned
in the course directly lead to both further study in Higher Education or work
in many science fields. 1 in 4 students entering university study do so with
BTEC qualifications.

Options for Study:

Subject Title: Applied Science
Qualification: BTEC Level 3 National
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel
What would I study?

The BTEC at FBA offers two possible options for study.
Extended Diploma: This is equivalent to THREE A levels. It would
take up the entire time of your 6th form study.
The course consists of 13 units, 7 mandatory and 6 optional. 42% of
the course is externally assessed with the remainder being assessed
internally and verified by the exam board
Extended Certificate: This is equivalent to ONE A level and would
form part of your 6th form option choices.
The course consists of 4 units, 3 mandatory and one optional. 58%
of the course is externally assessed with the remainder being
assessed internally and verified by the exam board.

The extended diploma is made up of 7 mandatory units
1 Principles and Applications of Science I
2 Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques
3 Science Investigation Skills
4 Laboratory Techniques and their Application
5 Principles and Applications of Science II
6 Investigative Project
7 Contemporary Issues in Science
And 6 optional units from three sections with at least one choice coming
from each of the three sections below.
The Extended Certificate is Mandatory Units 1-3 and two optional units
from 8-16.

Optional Units: Section A

Optional Units: Section B

Optional Units: Section C

8 Physiology of Human Body Systems
9 Human Regulation and Reproduction
10 Biological Molecules and Metabolic Pathways
11 Genetics and Genetic Engineering
12 Diseases and Infections
17 Microbiology and Microbiological Techniques
20 Biomedical Science

14 Applications of Organic Chemistry
19 Practical Chemical Analysis
22 Materials Science
23 Forensic Evidence Collection and
Analysis
25 Forensic Fire Investigation
26 Forensic Traffic Collision Investigation

13 Applications of Inorganic Chemistry
15 Electrical Circuits and their Application
16 Astronomy and Space Science
18 Industrial Chemical Reactions
21 Medical Physics Applications
24 Cryogenics and Vacuum Technology

Component

Content

Mode of
Assessment

Weighting

Units 1,3,5,& 7 Mandatory

Theory of each area of science covering aspects of
biology, chemistry and physics from a practical
standpoint and with reference to how science impacts
the world around us and how it affects the everyday life
of the people living in it.

External Assessment
1 & 5 Written Exam
3 & 7 External task

External units 24/32
points depending on
size

Units 2.4.6 Mandatory

Practical elements of scientific study. These units cover
techniques, skills and processes covered in a practical
approach in terms of learning and assessment.

Internal Assessment

6 Optional units

Content based on each of the individual units depending
on the units chosen.

Internal Assessment

Internal units 16/24
points depending on
size

Entry Requirements:
GCSE Single Sciences or GCSE Dual
Award Science at 5 or 5/5 respectively
Mathematics 5
English Language 4

Future Study :
On successful completion of a BTEC National qualification, students can
progress to employment or continue their learning in the same or related
areas of study, in higher education and professional development
programmes.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
• Specialist degree qualified staff in all areas of the course
• Staff readily available and accessible outside lesson times
• Half termly individual tutorials to assess progress and set targets for next half term
• Science department assistance with University applications
If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to?
Speak to Mrs Thrower, Miss Blake, Mr Newton or Mr Kiff.
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Lauren – current year 13 student:
“The art department is incredibly cohesive, every
effort is put towards your success regardless of
what it takes. Art will be your favourite subject.”

Subject Title: Fine Art
Qualification: GCE A Level
Examination Board: Edexcel
What will I study? You will study a variety of artistic practices. You will begin by following several
workshops that introduce you to different materials and techniques such as oil paint, Photoshop,
experimental print, artist analysis, new approaches to drawing and mobile phone photography. It is a
practical, hands on and experimental course where you will be required to produce a body of work personal
to you. You will learn how to apply your technical skills and develop conceptual ideas through discussions,
critiques and assessment. The course is thematic and all ideas will be developed by you, resulting in a
course that is designed to accommodate you and your way of working.
Unit
Component 1
Component 2

Content and Mode of Assessment
Personal Investigation. Portfolio of work and sketchbook to include a
written illustrated essay on a theme of your own choice
Practical work in response to a theme set by the exam board to
Include portfolio and sketchbook created in lessons over 12 weeks
and a 15 hour practical examination

Entry Requirements:
A grade 6-9 at GCSE in a
practical arts based
subject or a merit at level
2 BTEC
If you do not have this you
will be asked to present a
portfolio of art work before
acceptance onto the course

Weighting
60%
40%

Future Study
You can go on to take higher education courses and degree courses
in one of many different areas of art and design, then aim to join the world of
advertising as graphic designers, illustrators, typographers or become
painters, sculptors, textile designers, fashion designers, photographers,
journalists and product designers to name just a few.
Studying A Level Art provides you with excellent transferrable skills such as
good communication, problem solving, team work and important strategies for
developing your creative abilities. Being creative is the next big thing! Every
good company realises that creativity is an important factor in generating new
business. So your creativity isn’t just a way of satisfying your artistic soul... it
can open the door to exciting career opportunities as well.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Trips to London and a residential trip
Personal tutor support with One to one tutorials
An on-site professional gallery that showcases contemporary art from around the world
An opportunity to exhibit in the gallery space with a private view and public opening
Support to enter competitions at national level. Life Drawing with Artist from the Royal Academy
Portfolio advice and preparation for college interview plus career support

So what will you make to show in the Brentwood Road Gallery in 2019?
If I have any further questions about this course, to whom do I speak? Mrs Appleby, Miss Dorber or
Miss Lynch
8

“The real reason why I chose Biology at FBA, other than
my interest in the subject, is because I know the
teachers, I feel I was taught really well, that my teacher
cared about me and I did not want this to change”
Bethan King.
“Biology is such an interesting and relevant subject; I
think it will equip me well in my future career choices”
Emma (former student).

Subject Title: Biology
Qualification: GCE A-level (Linear)
Examination Board: AQA (7402)
What will I study?
This course will help nurture a passion for Biology, enabling you to develop greater understanding of
biological concepts, together with an appreciation of their significance in new and changing situations.
Biology at A level is a challenging and rewarding course. A wide range of exciting topics, ranging from
molecular biology to the study of ecosystems and from microorganisms to mammoths. Biology is never far
from the headlines. The human genome has been sequenced and we now know the complete arrangement
of the three thousand million bases that make up human DNA. In Kenya approximately 350 people die from
AIDS every day and in South East Asia the skies are often dark with smoke as the last Bornean rainforests
are burned to grow oil palms. Biologists are concerned with all of these issues and more, and they are
reflected in the syllabus content.
Paper
1

2

3

Content
Biological molecules, cells, exchange
of substances, genetic information,
variation and relationships between
organisms. Relevant practical skills.
Energy transfers, response to
changes in an organisms external and
internal environment, genetics and
gene expression, populations,
evolution and ecosystems.
A synoptic paper covering all the
above content.

Mode of Assessment
2 hour written examination consisting of
short answer and extended response
questions
2 hour written examination consisting of
short answer questions together with a
comprehension question.

2 hour written examination, including
structured questions together with a critical
analysis of given experimental data and
one essay from a choice of two titles.

Entry Requirements:
1. Combined science- Trilogy at grades 9-6
Or
2. Biology and Chemistry at grades 9-6 plus Physics at grade 5
or above.
In addition it is essential that prospective students have
achieved a grade 6 or better in GCSE Mathematics and a grade
6 in English Language. It is strongly recommended that students
taking biology consider combining this with A level chemistry
or mathematics, to support the understanding of the Biology
course.

Weighting
35% of the
final
examination

35% of the
final
examination

30% of the
final
examination

Future Study
Biology is a great choice for people who
want a career in health or clinical
professions such as pharmacy, optometry,
medicine, dentistry, veterinary science,
physiotherapy, nursing forensic science
and marine biology. Biology is a highly
regarded qualification outside a science
setting including law, the police force and
social work.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
• Degree level qualified and experienced A level Biology teaching staff
• Support and guidance for all students available at lunch time and after school
• Guidance for UCAS and associated university choices
If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to? Miss H Blake
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Katie said the teacher is fab!!!!
Abbie: as we are able to take this knowledge
into the real world with us even if we don’t
take business in University
Azeemat said everything relates to business
studies

Subject Title: Business Studies
Qualification: A Level
Examination Board: AQA
What will I study?
Over two years, you will study how businesses are structured and managed operationally and
strategically.
You will study business specialisms such as operations, marketing, human resources and finance
and be able to analyse an organisation’s position, offer strategic options and recommend a course
of action.
The content and learning style is designed to engage you through topics and issues that are
relevant in today’s business environment and society – throughout the topics, you will study key
contemporary developments such as digital technology, business ethics, and globalisation.
Unit
Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3

Content and Mode of Assessment
Three compulsory sections: 1: Multiple choice, 2: short answers, 3: Essays
Three data response compulsory questions
One compulsory case study followed by approximately six questions

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in English
Grade 6 in Maths
No requirement to have
studied business before

Weighting
33.3%
33.3%
33.3%

Future Study
University course
Apprenticeships
Training opportunities – with business such as PWC, KPMG, etc.
Opening and running your own business

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Revision sessions will be held either after school or during the lunch break – this support would mainly be
towards the end of year 12 and into year 13
Trips with the school – going to open days, meeting people who run their own business, etc

If I have any further questions about this course, to whom do I speak?
Mr N Price

10

Why choose Chemistry?
“I chose Chemistry because it is a very innovative and challenging subject.
I also found the support from the staff outstanding.
Eloise
I chose Chemistry because I enjoy the subject, the teaching has always
been really good which makes it easier to understand. It always gives me a
great sense of achievement when I understand the concepts.”
Chloe

Subject Title: Chemistry
Qualification: GCE A-level Syllabus A (H432) (Linear)
Examination Board: OCR
What will I study?
Module 1: Development of practical skills in chemistry

Module 2: Foundations in Chemistry

Skills: Planning, Implementing, Analysis, Evaluation.
Practical use and apparatus & techniques.

Atomic Structure, Compounds formulae & equations, The Mole, Acids,
Redox, Electrons, Bonding & Structure.

Module 3: Periodic Table and Energy

Module 4: Core Organic Chemistry

Periodicity, Group II, Group VII, Qualitative analysis, Enthalpy
changes, Reaction Rates, Chemical Equilibrium.

Basic Concepts, Alkanes, Alkenes, Alcohols, Haloalkanes. Organic
Synthesis I, Analytical Techniques I

Module 5: Physical Chemistry and Transition Elements

Module 6: Organic Chemistry and Analysis

Rate of Reaction (quantitative), Chemical Equilibrium (quantitative),
Acids, Bases & Buffers, Lattice Enthalpy, Enthalpy & Entropy, Redox
& Electrode Potentials, Transition Elements, Qualitative analysis.

Carbonyl compounds, Carboxylic acids, Esters, Aromatic Chemistry,
Amines, Amino Acids, Amides, Chirality, Condensation Polymers,
Nitriles, Organic Synthesis II, Analysis II – Chromatography, Chemical
tests, IR, Mass Spectroscopy & Nuclear Magnetic Resonance.

Component

Content

Mode of
Assessment

Weighting

1. Periodic table, elements
and physical chemistry

Assesses any learning objectives from Modules
1,2,3 & 5

Written Exam 2 hours 15
minutes

100 marks
(37%)

2. Synthesis and analytical
techniques

Assesses any learning objectives from Modules
1,2,4 & 6

Written Exam 2 hours 15
minutes

100 marks
(37%)

Assesses content from all modules (1-6)

Written Exam 1 hour 30
minutes

70 marks
(26%)

Practical activities throughout course

No Examination for this
Component

Reported
Separately

3. Unified Chemistry
4. Practical Endorsement in
Chemistry

Entry
Future Study :
Requirements:
Chemistry is an essential A-Level for almost all Science/Medical degrees in various
GCSE Chemistry 6
fields including Food and Nutrition, Textiles, heavy chemicals, Pharmacy and
GCSE Dual Award
Pharmacology, petrochemicals and metallurgy to name a selection.
Science 6/6
Careers in Medicine, Veterinary work and various research posts also demand
Mathematics 6
Chemistry at A-Level. Chemistry is also a very highly valued and respected A Level
English Language 4
when applying for courses and positions inside and beyond the Science field.
Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
• 3 Degree level Chemists for help and support when required
• Staff readily available and accessible outside lesson times
• Half termly individual tutorials to assess progress and set targets for next half term
• Science department assistance with University applications
If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to?
Speak to any of the KS5 students or any of the chemistry A level staff: Mrs Thrower, Miss Blake & Mr Kiff.
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What Charlotte said:
I chose Economics because…

It is such an interesting subject as I am
able to relate it to the real world. Studying
economics allows me to have a better
understanding of the world and allows me
to make informed decisions.

Subject Title: Economics
Qualification: A Level
Examination Board: Edexcel – Economics A
What will I study?
During the two-year course, you will delve into the world of Economics by analysing, criticising and exploring
the wider economic and social environment. This course enables us to study the economy through a
microeconomic perspective – analysing economic behaviour of individuals and firms
but also through a macroeconomic perspective- by analysing the performance and behaviour of an economy
as a whole. The content is designed to help individuals understand the issues and topics that are relevant in
today’s economic environment and society. Throughout the topics, you will study key concepts such as
globalisation, supply and demand.
There are four themes within this A-Level course:
Theme 1: Microeconomics – Introduction to markets and market failure
Theme 2: Macroeconomics- The UK Economy – performance and policies
Theme 3: Microeconomics – Business Behaviour and the labour market
Theme 4: Microeconomics – A global perspective of Economics

Unit
Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3

Content and Mode of Assessment
Content from Themes 1 and 3 are assessed - 2 hour exam
Content from Themes 1 and 3 are assessed - 2 hour exam
Content from all four themes are assessed – 2 hour exam

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in English
Grade 6 in Maths
No requirement to have
studied Economics before

Weighting
35%
35%
30%

Future Study
Studying Economics, A-Level can lead you on to further study in Economics,
Business, Banking and Accounting. Studying Economics can lead to a career
in the field of Finance, Investment Banking, Logistics, Marketing, Consulting
and many other careers.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Revision sessions will be held in the Easter holiday and over half term. Students are able to get one to one
tutoring during the school week if needed.
External Revision Conferences are scheduled before Mock Exams in May.
If I have any further questions about this course, to whom do I speak?
Miss D Bhudia
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What Jessica (past Year 13 student) said:
‘I chose English Language because I have
always enjoyed the study of linguistics. I had a
fantastic experience at GCSE and knew that
taking this course was the right choice for me.
The support and guidance I received helped me
decide to continue this course to A2.’

Subject Title: English Language
Qualification: A Level
Examination Board: AQA
What will I study?
This course involves the study of different aspects of language and developing the framework needed to analyse
different varieties of English. There is emphasis on both spoken and written language.
Students will study a range of texts and transcripts. They are required to analyse examples of spoken and written
language and to describe important features. This requires students to develop their knowledge of English
grammar, text and phonology. Students focus on language change, both contemporary and historical, language
varieties and important topics in language study, such as English as a world language, gender issues in language
use, and political correctness. Students also study child language acquisition and on how children develop the
skills of speech and then to read and write.
Students will learn and develop a wide range of skills from analysis, critical commentary and essay writing to oral
presentation and debate.
Unit
1
Language, the
Individual and
Society (Exam)
2
Language,
Diversity and
Change (Exam)
Coursework

Content and Mode of Assessment
The unit will cover textual variations and representations, children’s
language development and methods of language analysis.

Weighting
40% of the final
mark

The unit will cover language diversity and change, language
discourses (how language is used to present attitudes, ideas and
opinions) and directed writing.

40% of the final
mark

Students will produce a folder of work to a maximum of 3500 words
including a language investigation and original writing.

20% of the final
mark

Entry Requirements:
Girls opting for this course must have achieved
Grade 6 or above in English Language.

Future Study
English Language A level is seen as a useful and versatile
A Level for students wishing to undertake a range of
courses where academic rigour, the ability to write well and
the ability to analyse are important. Students have found
that it complements many other subjects well, both in the
fields of Art and Science.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
We run master classes, support sessions and revision classes. There are also opportunities to mentor younger
students in English.
If I have any further questions about this course, to whom do I speak?
Ms Smyth, Ms Lucas, Mr Sunassee or My Claydon
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What Nadia (past year 13 students) said:
‘I chose English Literature because I enjoy
reading and understanding different meanings of
various texts. Poems are one of my favourite
aspects of English because there are so many
opinions about one poem in the class; it’s
fascinating!’

Subject Title: English Literature
Qualification: A Level
Examination Board: Edexcel
What will I study?
This course involves the study of a wide range of literary texts covering a wide range of different authors, genres
and time periods. Students need to be ready to read demanding works, to discuss them in depth and to write
essays about them.
Students will study eight texts in total across the two years: 2 drama texts; 2 poetry texts; 2 prose texts and 2
further texts for coursework. They will also study a range of critical material to accompany them.
Students will learn and develop a range of skills from essay writing and analysis to oral presentation and debate.
The study of Literature is lively, enjoyable and thought-provoking and teaches students how to read not only
texts, but also the world around them.
Unit
Drama (Exam)

Prose (Exam)
Poetry (Exam)

Coursework

Content and Mode of Assessment
The Drama unit will cover either tragedy or comedy and will include
in depth study of one Shakespeare play, as well as one other drama
text.
The Prose unit will cover 2 texts on a chosen theme. One text will be
from pre-1900.
In the Poetry unit students will study two collections of poetry, one of
which will be contemporary poetry and the other which will focus on a
particular poet or movement.

Weighting
30% of the final
mark

Students will study two texts that are linked by theme, genre or ideas
and will produce a comparative essay of up to 3000 words, which will
be internally assessed and moderated by the examination board.

20% of the final
mark

Entry Requirements:
Girls opting for this course must have achieved
Grade 6 or above English Literature.
It is very important that girls understand the need to
read difficult texts, and that they should be ready to
discuss ideas in class and to write essays.

20% of the final
mark
30% of the final
mark

Future Study
English Literature is widely recognised as an academic and
demanding A Level that prepares students for a wide range
of degree courses and other types of study. Students of
English Literature often go on to study or work in Law,
Education, Journalism, Media, Publishing, Advertising, the
Arts, Creative Writing

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
We run theatre trips, master classes, support sessions and revision classes. There are also opportunities to
mentor younger students in English.
If I have any further questions about this course, to whom do I speak?
Ms Smyth or Ms Lucas
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“I chose Geography because I find physical geography extremely
interesting. I have always found hydro-metrological hazards fascinating

and it shows me what life is like around the world. I also did very well
at GCSE which I didn’t expect to so I decided having a humanity
subject would be helpful in my future career. The support from
teachers is fantastic.” Katie – former student

Subject Title: Geography
Qualification: GCE A-level
Examination Board: Edexcel
What will I study? Through the study of Geography students should develop a curiosity and fascination about
the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Students learn about diverse places,
people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key
physical and human processes. Students will deepen their growing knowledge about the world, the interaction
between physical and human processes and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Students
will develop their knowledge, understanding and skills which are crucial in understanding how the Earth’s features
at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.
Paper

Content

Mode of
Assessment

Weighting

1

Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards
Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes and Change – Coastal
landscapes and change
Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
Topic 3: Globalisation
Topic 4: Shaping Places – Regenerating Places
Topic 7: Superpowers
Topic 8: Migration, Identity and Sovereignty
This paper is based on a geographical issue within a place-based context
that links to the three synoptic themes; Players, Attitudes & actions and
Futures and uncertainties
Independent Investigation: Students design their own question based
on either Coastal landscapes (sand dune environments) or
Regenerating Places (urban areas). They will collect fieldwork data
(individually or as part of a group) and complete their own research. The
report will include independent analysis and evaluation of data,
presentation of data findings and extended writing.

2 hours 15
minutes

30%

2 hours 15
minutes

30%

2 hours 15
minutes

20%

A written
report of
3000-4000
internally
assessed

20%

2

3

4

Entry Requirements:
You ideally need to have
a grade 6 or higher in
GCSE Geography

Future Study
Geography is considered to be a highly disciplined and valuable academic
subject at A Level by universities and higher education courses for entry onto
a wide range of courses. Students who study Geography have the opportunity
to work in a wide range of careers.
Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Students are provided with guides for each unit including examination advice, past questions and mark schemes.
Each student has their own textbooks and can access to a range of resources including Geography Review,
National Geographic and Topic Eye magazines. Students have access to reading materials; PowerPoint’s used in
lessons and links to videos via the VLE (Moodle).
There are a range of fieldwork opportunities provided for the independent investigation including a residential visit
to Liverpool. Students are also offered opportunities to attend lectures and conferences in London during their
course.
If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to? Mrs Hebden and Ms Nutman
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Student said “It gives you valuable skills in
providing care for people and looking after
their physical, intellectual, emotional and
social needs.”

Subject Title: Health and Social Care
Qualification: BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel
What will I study?
The Health and Social Care Extended Diploma is suitable for anyone interested in people, their lives and
their experiences of health in society. This is an applied course, so the knowledge and understanding you
gain will be applied in real life situations and work related contexts; giving you a wide range of transferable
skills and experiences.
You will be working in a variety of ways which will involve:
· Research
· Working independently and with others
· Essays
· Presentations
· Planning and evaluating your work
· Visits and placements
Unit
Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3
Unit 4
Unit 5
Unit 6
Unit 7
Unit 8
Unit 10
Unit 12
Unit 14
Unit 17
Unit 19

Content and Mode of Assessment
Human Lifespan Development - External
Working in Health and Social Care - External
Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care – External
Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care External
Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs - Internal
Work Experience in Health and Social Care - Internal
Principles of Safe Practice in Health and Social Care - Internal
Promoting Public Health - Internal
Sociological Perspectives - Internal
Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs - Internal
Physiological Disorders and their Care - Internal
Caring for Individuals with Dementia - Internal
Nutritional Health - Internal

Weighting
90 GLH
120 GLH
120 GLH
120 GLH
90 GLH
60 GLH
90 GLH
90 GLH
60 GLH
60 GLH
60 GLH
60 GLH
60 GLH

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least 5 grade 9-4
passes at GCSE with at least a grade
5 in English and Biology/Core and
Additional Science. Although it is
useful, it is not essential to have
studied Health and Social Care at Key
Stage 4.

Future Study
This qualification is equivalent to three A Levels, meaning that
students will be fully prepared for a range of health and social care
degree programmes. The qualification carries UCAS points and is
recognised by higher education providers as contributing to
meeting admission requirements to many relevant courses. For
example: Nursing, Social Work, Physiotherapy, Occupational
Therapy and Speech Therapy .
Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Student support available from classroom teachers. Students are expected to find and undertake a relevant
work placement of 100 hours to support theory and form part of Unit 6’s learning.
If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to? Miss Harris
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Student said “I chose Health and Social
Care as it covers so many different topics
that you can relate to everyday life.”

Subject Title: Health and Social Care
Qualification: BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel
What will I study?
The Health and Social Care Extended Certificate is suitable for anyone interested in people, their lives and
their experiences of health in society.
This is an applied course and so the knowledge and understanding you gain will be applied in real life
situations and work related contexts giving you a wide range of transferable skills and experiences.
You will be working in a variety of ways which will involve:
· Research
· Working independently and with others
· Essays
· Presentations
· Planning and evaluating your work
· Visits and placements
Unit
Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 5
Unit 14

Content and Mode of Assessment
Human Lifespan Development - External
Working in Health and Social Care - External
Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs - Internal
Physiological Disorders and their Care - Internal

Entry Requirements:
You will need at least 5 grade
9-4 passes at GCSE with at
least a grade 5 in English and
Biology/Core and Additional
Science. Although it is useful
it is not essential to have
studied Health and Social
Care at Key Stage 4.

Weighting
90 GLH
120 GLH
90 GLH
60 GLH

Future Study
This qualification is equivalent to one A Level, meaning that students can
study this qualification alongside two other A Level subjects.
The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education
providers as contributing to meeting admission requirements to many
relevant courses. For example: Nursing, Social Work, Physiotherapy,
Occupational Therapy and Speech Therapy.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Student support available from classroom teachers. Volunteering within the Health and Social Care sector is
encouraged to enable application of theory to practice.
If I have any further questions about this course, to whom do I speak?
Miss Harris
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Katy (former student) said:
“I chose History because I really enjoyed GCSE
History, so I decided to study it at A Level.”
Mili (former student) said: “A level History opens
up doors for the future and is a very interesting
subject.”

Subject Title: History
Qualification: GCE A Level
Examination Board: Edexcel
What will I study?
Unit
Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3
Coursework

Content and Mode of Assessment
1G: Germany and West Germany, 1918 - 89
2G.1: The rise and fall of fascism in Italy, c1911-46
35.1. Britain: losing and gaining and Empire, 1763-1914
An independently researched enquiry. The topic is to be
decided.

Weighting
30%
20%
30%
20%

Entry Requirements:

Future Study

Students should possess a
minimum of a grade 6 in
History at GCSE and at
least a grade 6 in English. A
very strong applicant
without GCSE History may
be considered if they have
good grades in another
Humanities subject and in
English. Students are
expected to undertake
reading from textbooks with
guidance from their
teachers and to produce
some of their written work in
essay form.

The study of History creates problem-solvers, independent thinkers, selfdisciplined people, those who are able to reason and to create a balanced
argument as speakers and writers. These skills are transferable to the
modern workplace and are welcomed by employers. The study of History can
lead to a variety of careers including Law, Journalism, Teaching, the Civil
Service and Banking. History is a highly regarded academic subject that will
help students to gain a place at any good university to study a wide array of
subjects not just History.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
The department will look into running trips that will support the learning of the A level course. In the past we
have organised a 4 day residential to Berlin and a half day visit to the Secret Nuclear Bunker. The
department purchases a number of magazines that contain articles that reinforce learning and provide
additional information and challenge.
If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to?
Mr Hall or Mr Menlove
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A current student on this course said,
“I find IT very interesting. The world is becoming more
technical and the skills I gain will be useful in the future.
I thought this is a very good subject to take as there are
many job opportunities that require computer skills”

Subject Title: BTEC National Extended Certificate in Information Technology
Qualification: Level 3 BTEC (Equivalent to one A level)
Examination Board: Edexcel
What will I study?
This course gives you the opportunity to develop your knowledge and skills in IT. You will study the relationship
between hardware and software, managing and communicating information and data. You will also learn the principles
of designing and developing digital technologies and processes to support organisations. A range of units have been
designed to give you a broader spectrum for the use of IT. The course consists of 4 units, 2 of which are externally
assessed by external exam. The other 2 units are 100% internally assessed (coursework assignments) with no external
exam.
Unit
Unit 1: Information
Technology Systems

Unit 2: Creating Systems
to Manage Information

Unit 3: Using Social
Media in Business

Unit 6: Website
Development

Content and Mode of Assessment
This unit covers the role of computer systems and the implications of
their use in personal and Professional situations.
Assessment is through a written 2 hour examination set and marked by
the examination board, out of a total of 90 marks.
You will study the design, creation, testing and evaluation of a relational
database system to manage information. A task is set and marked by
the examination board and completed under supervised conditions. The
supervised assessment period is ten hours arranged over a number of
sessions in a 1 week assessment period timetabled by the examination
board. The task is completed using a computer and submitted
electronically and is out of a total of 66 marks.
You will explore how businesses use social media to promote their
products and services. You will also implement social media activities in
a business to meet requirements.
Assessed through an assignment set and marked internally.
You will investigate website development principles. You will also design
and develop a website using scripting languages.
This unit is assessed through an assignment set and marked internally.

Weighting
33%

25%

25%

17%

Entry Requirements:
Ideally you should a Computer Science
or ICT qualifications at GCSE e.g. a
grade 4 or higher in GCSE Computer
Science or Merit in Cambridge
National Certificate in IT. A very
strong applicant without an ICT or
Computer Science qualification may be
considered if they have good grades in
other subjects.

Future Study
Students who study IT may go on to university to study the subject at degree
level as the qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher
education providers and a great route for those wishing to progress to
apprenticeships or employment. Due to the practical nature of the course you
will develop key industry and practical employability skills such as good
problem solving and logical thinking skills which can be applied to many
different subject areas. Courses that relate specifically to the skills acquired
on this course would include among others, Business Information Systems,
Multimedia, Software, Computer Networking and Web Technology among
others.
Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
You will have access to a range of resources on the school network and Google Classroom to support your studies.
Revision/support clinics are run at lunch times or after school.

If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to?
Mr Guchu, Ms Terrelonge or Ms Naqavi
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What Sadaf said
‘Law opens up your mind and thought to
issues in society.’

Subject Title: Law
Qualification: A-level
Examination Board: OCR
What will I study?
Knowledge of the Law can give people more power over their lives and provide information on your rights.
Studying Law at Frances Bardsley Academy will provide you with an extensive vocabulary, and enable you
to develop evaluative and research skills. You will also be developing analytical and problem solving skills.
Law is now a linear subject and the exams will take place after a two year course.

Content overview

The Legal System
25 marks out of 100

Criminal law
75 marks out of 100

Law Making
25 marks out of 100

The Law of Tort
75 marks out of 100

The Nature of Law
25 marks out of 100

The Law of
Contract

Content

Mode of
Assessment

Weighting

Civil Courts, ADR, Criminal Courts and
Lay People, Legal Personnel, Access to
Justice

The Legal
System and
Criminal Law
(01)

Third of
total A
Level

Criminal Liability, Fatal Offences,
Property Offences, Defences,
Evaluation
Parliamentary Law Making, Delegated
Legislation, Statutory Interpretation,
Judicial Precedent, Law Reform, EU
Law
Negligence, occupiers’ Liability, Torts
connected to Land, Vicarious Liability,
Defences, Remedies, Evaluation
Law and Morality, Law and Justice, Law
and Society, Law and Technology
Formation, terms, Vitiating Factors,
Discharge, Remedies, Evaluation

100 marks
2 hour paper
Law Making and
the Law of Tort
(02)
100 marks
2 hour paper
The Law of
Contract (03)
100 marks

Third of
total A
Level
Third of
total A
Level

2 hour paper

75 marks out of 100
Entry Requirements:
Owing to the nature of the
course a grade 6 in English
Language and Literature is
required.

Future Study
A-Level Law will be an asset on any C.V. Law develops your skills in
communication, research, debate and legal terminology. Law leads not just to
careers in the legal profession, but to a variety of opportunities for example in
business, management, the police force, the civil service, social services,
diplomatic service, armed forces and court services to name a few.
Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Court visits to Chelmsford Crown Court and Chelmsford Magistrates Court, The Old Bailey and The Royal
Courts of Justice and The Supreme Court. Mooting and Bar Mock competitions are held in the London
Courts where the students will take part against other schools from London Boroughs.
If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to? Mrs Dye
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What Vachi said
“I chose Maths because I enjoy
solving problems and being able to
understand Mathematical language.
It was also my favourite subject at
GCSE, this influenced me to
continue”

Subject Title: Mathematics
Qualification: GCE A level Mathematics
Examination Board: Edexcel
What will I study?
A level Mathematics builds on the work done at GCSE with much of the advanced algebra and number work
you will have already studied being a crucial part of the course. You will need to understand and enjoy topics
such as quadratic equations and surds to access the course.
The course consists of 3 papers; two Pure Mathematics papers and an applied paper; there is no
coursework or choice of modules.
In Pure Mathematics, students will study algebraic and trigonometrical techniques as well as sequences, coordinates, geometry and calculus (integration and differentiation).
The applied paper consists of two sections; Statistics and Mechanics. In statistics, students study statistical
analysis techniques such as linear regression and standard deviation and probability including the normal
distribution. In Mechanics, students study Newtonian mechanics, looking at the way forces such as gravity
and friction interact and affect the motion of bodies.
Students will be regularly tested throughout the year to track their progress and to identify areas for
improvement.
Unit
1
2
3

Content
Pure Mathematics 1
Pure Mathematics 2
Statistics and Mechanics

Entry Requirements:
A minimum of a grade 6
at GCSE Mathematics,
however a 7 or better is
strongly advised.
Students will sit a
baseline assessment in
the 2nd week and if they
do not meet the
minimum expected
standard they may be
asked to swap courses.

Mode of Assessment
2 hour examination paper
2 hour examination paper
2 hour examination paper

Weighting
33.3%
33.3%
33.3%

Future Study
For some university courses you may have to have studied a specific subject
prior to entry, others you may not. However, there are some subjects that are
required more often than others and Mathematics is the most frequently asked
for.
Mathematics is either essential or useful if you are thinking of studying the
following subjects: Accountancy, Actuarial Science, Architecture, Biochemistry,
Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Computing, Dentistry, Dietetics,
Engineering (Aeronautical, Civil, Mechanical, Electronic, General),
Environmental Science, Geography, Geology, Management Studies, Materials
Science, Mathematics, Medicine, Optometry, Orthoptics, Pharmacy, Philosophy,
Physiotherapy, Psychology, Sports Science, Surveying and Veterinary Science
amongst others.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Mathematics Clinic at lunchtimes
If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to?
Mr Howarth or Mrs Wheelhouse
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Danielle (former student) said
‘I chose Media Studies as an A-Level option because
it allowed me to develop my existing skills and apply
this across a variety of different media forms. The
subject has enabled me to enhance my technical,
creative and written skills. This is a subject I
absolutely love and would recommend it
wholeheartedly.’

Subject Title: Media Studies
Qualification: GCE A-Level
Examination Board: Eduqas
What will I study?
The A-Level Media Studies course will provide students with the opportunity to investigate and study a broad
range of media forms, which include both still and moving image texts. All students will develop a clear
knowledge and understanding of how to analyse media texts as well as the ability to consider the
importance of representations and how media producers construct these for their respective audiences.
Students will be given the opportunity to demonstrate their creative and practical skills in the development of
one Non Exam Assessment (coursework), which contributes to 30% of their final grade. There are two
separate examination units: Component One, contributing to 35% of their overall grade, focuses on media
products, industries and audiences; Component Two, contributing to 35% of their overall grade, focuses on
set texts from the television industry, magazine industry, and online media, which are studies in depth.
Unit
Component 1
Component 2
Component 3

Content and Mode of Assessment
Media Products, Industries and Audiences
Media Forms and Products in Depth
NEA: Cross- Media Production

Entry Requirements:
Students must achieve a minimum
of a grade 4 if they have taken
GCSE Media Studies as an option.
Students must also have achieved
a minimum of a grade 6 in both
English Language and English
Literature.

Weighting
35%
35%
30%

Future Study
Media Studies offers students the opportunity to explore a wide variety
of media forms as well as different media industries. The practical and
creative element to the course in an important feature in the
development of skills including the use of Imovie, Photoshop and
Celtx software programs, which are indeed used at industry level.
Possible subjects of study at University include Media Studies or a
Media & Cultural Studies degree. The subject also has close links with
English owing to the creative writing element as well as Journalism
and Film Studies.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
One to one support and tutorial sessions will be given to all students during the development of their written
coursework tasks as well as an introduction to the video and editing software prior to the practical
coursework. There are also opportunities to undertake work-experience in free time owing to department
contacts in relevant industries that include TV and newspapers.
If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to?
Miss C Venis – Head of Media Studies
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What Aytan said (former student)
I chose A-level Music as I wanted to develop my
skills as a musician and expand my knowledge of
styles of music as I enjoyed this at GCSE level.

1.
Subject Title: Music
Qualification: A-level
Examination Board: Edexcel
What will I study?
The course has a 60% practical weighting and so will appeal to all who enjoy performing at a high level and
composing pieces of their own. The performances may be in any style of a candidate’s choice and
composition themes will be chosen from a list published each year by the board. To complement this
practical work, students will learn how to harmonise melodies and analyse set works in both classical and
popular styles.
Unit
1

Content
Performing Music

2

Composing Music

3

Musical Understanding

Entry Requirements:
You will need a grade 6 at
GCSE and a level of
practical performance skill
in line with Associated
Board grade 5
examinations. Because you
will also be analysing music
in some depth, some study
of grade 5 theory will also
be advantageous.

Mode of Assessment
Minimum 8 minutes as a solo or ensemble
recorded to CD.
Two compositions, 6 minutes at least in total.
A study of set works taken from Edexcel’s own
anthology, 2 hour examination.

Weighting
30%
30%
40%

Future Study
Whilst Music A levels are obviously particularly relevant when applying for
higher education courses within the performing arts, they are also highly
regarded by universities and colleges generally.
When studying music at advanced level, it is not just all about developing as
a performer; GCE Music also prepares the way for higher study in music
education, music therapy, sound engineering and sound recording. Relevant
careers include working in record companies, music management, music
media, teaching in primary, secondary or further education phases as well as
getting involved in music performance, composition or arranging.
If you are passionate about performing and are interested in developing your
talents to use in later life, then studying A. level Music at Frances Bardsley
Academy should become a very attractive option for you.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
School Orchestra, Chamber Singers, School Choir, Jazz Band, Flute group, String Group.
If I have any further questions about this course, to whom do I speak?
Miss Johnson
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What Megan said:
I chose Performing Arts because…
I find it such an interesting subject to study and
experience. I was impressed by the content of the
course and knew it would be a fabulous way to develop
my communication skills and confidence. I knew this
would help me later in life, whether I undertook a
career in the Arts or not.

Subject Title: Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Performing Arts (Musical Theatre)
Qualification: BTEC
Examination Board: Edexcel
What will I study?
The new BTEC in Musical Theatre from 2016 will be assessed through 3 mandatory units and 2 optional
units:
• 66% internally assessed units
• 33% externally assessed units
•

Mandatory Units:
- Group Performance Workshop (externally assessed): creating a performance based on an
externally set brief.
- Developing Skills and Techniques for Performance: Focusing on the skills required to
successfully perform and the development of them.
- Musical Theatre Techniques: Singing, acting and dancing techniques in performance.

•

Optional Units:
- Acting Styles: The study of a range of genres and practitioners.
- Developing the Voice for Performance: How voice can be used to impact performance.

All Units involve the learning and development of skills through workshops, a portfolio of development and a
final performance.

Entry Requirements:
A minimum of a grade 5 in
GCSE Drama, Music and/
or Dance and a 5 in English
Literature and/ or Language
as well as an enthusiasm
for performing in front of a
live audience and working
as a member of a group.

Future Study
Musical Theatre most logically leads to further study in Performing Arts
related courses, particularly Theatre Studies, Acting and Directing, Music,
Dance and Musical Theatre. Alongside A levels in Art and Design, students
can also go on to study Make-up, Costume and Theatre Design; and with
English Language and Literature, playwriting and Dramaturgy. Theatre
Studies can also support future study and careers in Film, Television, Radio,
Law, Teaching, Events Management and Public Relations.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
The department runs a large scale school production every year which is open to all year groups to audition
and be involved back stage. We also organise regular trips to the theatre. Students are given regular
opportunities to work one on one with teachers to develop skills particularly for the written elements of the
course.
If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to?
Miss H Mond
24

What Sena said (former student)
I chose Photography because…..
I realised that the staff in the art department were ambitious and
aided the students, helping each individual develop their own skills
and styles. Photography not only is about the techniques, but also
the ability to express one’s self, finding your own niche through
experimenting with a variety of different media’s.

Subject Title: Art & Design: Photography
Qualification: GCE A-level (Linear)
Examination Board: Edexcel
What will I study? You will study a range of photographic processes and concepts. You will explore the
medium in its widest possible sense including experimental approaches to analogue film and print,
Photoshop, iMovie and moving image, mobile phone photography as well as analysing the work of
photographers and artists spanning two centuries. It is a practical, hands on and experimental course
where you will be required to produce a lot of photographic material and will learn how to consider your
technical skills and conceptual ideas through discussions, critiques and assessment. The course is
thematic and the ideas studied will be personal to you resulting in a course that is designed to
accommodate you and your way of working.
Unit
Component 1
Component 2

Content and Mode of Assessment
Personal Investigation. Portfolio of work and sketchbook to include a
written illustrated essay on a theme of your own choice
Practical work in response to a theme set by the exam board to
Include portfolio and sketchbook created in lessons over 12 weeks
and a 15 hour practical examination

Entry Requirements:
A grade 6-9 at GCSE in a
practical arts based
subject or a merit at Level
2 BTEC

Weighting
60%
40%

Future Study
Although the study of a Visual Art to post-16 level leads to a more obvious
pathway of creative study in further and higher education it provides learners
with excellent transferrable skills such as good communication, problem
solving and team work (taken from the UK Employers Expectation of
Employees Survey 2013). A recent key US study has found out that ‘Arts
Rich’ learners are better equipped to meet the demands of the 21st century
and are more likely to remain in employment.

If you do not have this you
will be required to present a
portfolio of photography
work
Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Regular Open Studios
Trips to London and a residential photography trip
Personal tutor support
One to one tutorials
An on-site professional gallery that showcases contemporary art and photographic practice from around
the world
An opportunity to exhibit in the gallery space with a private view and public opening
Competitions
Life Drawing
Portfolio advice and preparation for college interview plus career support
If I have any further questions about this course, to whom do I speak?
Miss Lynch or Mrs Appleby
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What Georgia (yr12) said
I chose Physical Education because…..
“I really liked the specification for the GCSE PE and was
intrigued to find out more, so hence I took it as an A level. I
genuinely like PE, I enjoy attending lessons and participating
and they say do what you enjoy best.”

Subject Title: Physical Education
Qualification: GCE A-level
Examination Board: OCR
What will I study?
If you want a physical as well as an intellectual challenge at A Level you should consider this subject. Physical
Education is widely accepted at universities with many students pursuing careers in Teaching, Leisure
Management, Physiotherapy and Sports Science.
There are 4 components at A Level. This subject is a multi-disciplinary study of Human Movement, Performance
and Behaviour, in relation to Play, Physical Education, Sport and Recreation. Links between technological
developments and sports performance are a key to the course.
Component

1

2

3

4

Content
Physiological factors affecting performance
• Anatomy and Physiology
• Exercise Physiology
• Biomechanics
Psychological factors affecting performance
• Skill Acquisition
• Sports Psychology
Socio-cultural issues in physical activity and sport
• Sport and society
• Contemporary issues in physical activity and sport
Performance in physical education
• Performance or Coaching
• Evaluation and Analysis of performance for
Improvement (EAPI)

Mode of
Assessment
2 hour written
paper

Weighting

1 hour written
paper

20%

1 hour written
paper

20%

Practical
assessment
Assessment of one
chosen activity in a
live performance.

30%

30%

Entry Requirements:
Future Study
Students on entry to the course are
A Level Physical Education provides an excellent grounding to
required to have a grade 6 at Science.
future study in Sport Science, Sports development, Sport
Studying PE at GCSE is an advantage,
coaching and a Bachelor of Science degree in Physical
though not essential.
Education.
Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Opportunities to be involved in coaching sports teams within school
If I have any further questions about this course, to whom do I speak?
Miss Cambridge

What Gina said (former student) I chose Physics because it develops the
problem-solving skills required in a range of
careers.
Every lesson is stimulating and contains
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Subject Title: Physics
Qualification: GCE A-level (Linear)
Examination Board: Edexcel (9PH0)
What will I study?
Physics can be found in many fields of work actively contributing to the development of the world in which
we live. Employers today respect and seek out people who have learned to think logically, know how to
solve problems, can handle numbers and theories, and are creative and love a challenge. These are
exactly the sort of skills you will develop through a study of Physics.
Unit

Content

Advanced Physics
1 (9PH0/01)

Topic 1: Working as a Physicist
Topic 2: Mechanics
Topic 3: Electrical Circuits
Topic 6: Further Mechanics
Topic 7: Electric and Magnetic Fields
Topic 8: Nuclear and Particle Physics
Topic 1: Working as a Physicist
Topic 4: Materials
Topic 5: Waves and Particle Nature of Light
Topic 10: Space
Topic 11: Nuclear Radiation
Topic 12: Gravitational Fields
Topic 13: Oscillations
Synoptic questions that assess conceptual and theoretical
understanding of experimental methods

Advanced Physics
2 (9PH0/02)

General and
Practical Principles
in Physics
(9PH0/03)
Science Practical
Endorsement

Minimum of 12 practical activities carried out by each
student

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 or above in Triple Science Physics at GCSE
Grades 6/6 or above in Double Science (Science & Additional
Science) at GCSE
Plus Grade 6 or above in Mathematics

Mode of
Assessment
Written
examination
Short and long
answer
questions
1 hour 45 min
Written
examination
Short and long
answer
questions
1 hour 45 min

Weighting

Written
examination
Long answer
questions
2 hours 30 min
Internal and
External
assessment

40%
(120 marks)

30%
(90 marks)

30%
(90 marks)

Compulsory
requirement
0%
(0 marks)

Future Study
Physics is an ideal choice for anyone
considering Medicine, Veterinary
Sciences or Engineering and
Architecture.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Physics clinics every lunchtime
If I have any further questions about this course, to whom do I speak?
Mr. Newton (Head of Physics)
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Subject Title: Psychology A
Qualification: GCE A level (Linear)
Examination Board: AQA

Year 13 Student said:
“I chose Psychology because
it is relevant to everyday life”

What will I study?
Psychology is the study of the brain, mind and behaviour. Although we cannot observe the mind directly,
everything we do, think, feel and say is determined by the functioning of the mind, so psychology uses
‘human behaviour data’ for testing theories about how the mind works.
Why is it that some people suffer from stress and mental illness? Why do some people fear spiders yet a
few think they are harmless? Psychology looks at questions like these. It is a science with cutting edge
research that has real world applications to issues in everyday life, ranging from things like artificial
intelligence to social change.
Psychology combines well with many other different disciplines, including biology, medicine, linguistics,
philosophy, literature, sociology, and media.
This is a Linear course with examinations at the end of Year 13.
Students who take Psychology need a combination of curiosity and scepticism and need to enjoy research.

Unit
1

2

3

Content
Introductory Topics in Psychology
• Psychopathology
• Memory
• Social Influence
• Attachment
Psychology in Context
• Approaches in Psychology
• Biopsychology
• Research Methods
Issues and Options in Psychology
• Approaches in Psychology
• Biopsychology
• Gender
•
Schizophrenia

Mode of
Assessment
2 hour examination

Weighting

2 hour examination

96 marks
33.3%

2 hour examination

96 marks
33.3%

96 marks
33.3%

Entry Requirements:

Future Study
Future study and a career in Psychology may be in one of the many wide
Currently at least a grade 6 ranging disciplines that include:
at GCSE in Maths, Science •
Clinical Psychology
and English Language.
•
Cognitive Psychology: memory/ intelligence
•
Developmental Psychology
•
Evolutionary Psychology
•
Forensic Psychology
•
Health Psychology
•
Neuropsychology
•
Occupational Psychology
Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Revision classes, study buddies, extra support intervention classes, Running Psychology club for younger
students
If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to?
Mrs Loyal
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What Phoebe said (current student)
“I chose Religious Studies at A level because it
will help me to have a better understanding of
society in a global context, and to look critically at
ways we make moral decisions”

Subject Title: Religious Studies
Qualification: GCE A Level
Examination Board: Eduqas
What will I study?
Religious Studies offers you an interesting and intellectually challenging A level. It helps develop your
understanding of spiritual, moral, ethical, social and cultural studies. Religious Studies develop a variety of
skills including those of discussion and debate. The valuable skills of logical argument and critical evaluation
are also developed and can be transferred to other areas of study.
Throughout the AS course you will evaluate different philosophical and ethical theories, through in depth
examination of ideas/arguments. You will look at issues such as whether God exists, problems of evil and
suffering, examining the meaning of life and whether ideas of right and wrong are universal

Unit
1
2
3

Content and Mode of Assessment
Component 1: Christianity
Component 2: Philosophy of Religion
Component 3: Ethics and Religion

Weighting
33.3%
33.3%
33.3%

Entry Requirements:

Future Study

Owing to the nature of the
course, students are
required to have at least a
grade 6 or above in English
and a grade 6 or above in
Religious Studies

Choosing Religious Studies opens the door to a wealth of study at university.
You could continue to take Religious Studies, Philosophy or Theology, or use
the skills that you have gained throughout the course to study such subjects
such as Criminology, Journalism or Medicine to name a few.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Debating club
Opportunities to assist with RS events in the lower school
If I have any further questions about this course, to whom do I speak?
Mrs McGrath, Miss Thurston

29

Subject Title: Sociology

Student said:
“I chose Sociology because I
enjoy debates and finding out
more about our contemporary
society.”

Qualification: GCE A-Level (Linear)
Examination Board: AQA

What will I study?
Sociologists seek to identify patterns and relationships between different parts of society and seek to establish
meaning through the study of evidence. Sociology is also concerned with ideas and theories about the nature of
society and the individuals in it. A key element of sociology is an attempt to understand our identities and the
cultures we live in, as well as developing awareness in social, political and economic issues that affect society.
Unit

Content

Paper 1

Education with Theory and Methods
• Education: short answer and extended writing, 50
marks
• Methods in Context: extended writing, 20 marks
• Theory and Methods: extended writing, 10 marks

Paper 2

Family and Households and Beliefs in Society
•
•

Paper 3

Written
Examination
2 hours

80 marks
33.3% of
qualification

2 hours

80 marks
33.3% of
qualification

2 hours

80 marks
33.3% of
qualification

Section A on Family and Households: extended
writing, 40 marks
Section B on Social Stratification: extended writing,
40 marks

Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods
• Crime and Deviance: short answer and extended
writing, 50 marks
• Theory and Methods: extended writing, 30 marks

Weighting

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in English
Language at GCSE

Future Study
Sociology is such a varied A’ Level which gives students a wide range of
knowledge and skills. Sociology trains you to answer the ‘what’, ‘how’ and ‘why’
questions about human societies, giving you a competitive edge in the job market
and higher education. Possible career options include; Law, Media, Public
Relation, Administration, Business, Health and Welfare services, Journalism,
Teaching, Public Relations, Police, Research, Education, Civil Service and
Government.
Extra-Curricular Opportunities and Support
Sociology club every Tuesday lunchtimes (combined with Psychology) led by Sixth form students.
Sociology revision every Friday from 3pm to 4pm led by Miss Nayyar.
If I have any further questions about this course, who do I speak to?
Miss Nayyar, Mrs Loyal & Miss Thurston
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Individual Subject Entry Requirements (2019)
A-levels
Subject
Applied Science (BTEC)

Art & Design
Biology

Business Studies
Chemistry
Economics
English Language
English Literature
Geography
History
Health & Social Care
(BTEC)
I.C.T (BTEC)
Law
Media Studies
Mathematics
Music

Musical Theatre (BTEC)
Photography
Physical Education
Physics

Psychology
Religious Studies
Sociology

GCSE or Other Level 2 Grade(s) Requirements
5 9-4 grades at GCSE including GCSE Single Sciences or GCSE Dual
Award Science at 5 or 5/5 respectively, Mathematics 5, English
Language 4
ART - grade 6-9, or Merit at BTEC Level 2
Core Science grade 6-9, plus OCR Distinction
Core Science grade 6-9 plus Additional Science at grade 6-9
Biology & Chemistry grades 6-9 plus Physics grade 4 or above
Grade 6 or above in English and Mathematics
Grade 6-9 or above in Chemistry, Triple Science or Dual Science - plus
grade 6 or above in Mathematics
Grade 6 or above in English and Mathematics
Grade 6 or above in English Language
Grade 6 or above in English Literature
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Geography
Grade 6 or above in GCSE History - plus grade 6 or above in English
At least a grade 4 in English & Biology/Core Science or Additional
Science
Ideally you should either have a grade C or higher in GCSE ICT or Merit
in Cambridge Nationals.
Minimum of a grade 6 in English Language
Grade C in Media, plus grade 6 or above in English Literature and
English Language
A minimum of a grade 6 at GCSE Mathematics, however a grade 7 is
strongly advised.
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Music, plus Associated Board Grade 5
examination
A minimum of grade 5 in GCSE drama, music and/or dance, plus grade 5
and above in English Language/Literature
Grade 6-9 or above in GCSE Photography or merit at BTEC Level 2
Grade 6 or above in Science, studying PE at GCSE is an advantage
Grade 6/6 or above in Double Science
Grade 6 or above in Triple Science Physics at GCSE
Plus Grade 6 or above in Mathematics
Grade 6 or above in two from English Language. Science or Mathematics
Grade 6 or above in English and grade B or above in RS
Grade 6 or above in English Language
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Find Out More
For more information about the courses offered at The Frances Bardsley Academy for Girls Sixth Form
Contacts
Vice Principal - Mr W. Menlove
Associate Assistant Vice Principal – Mrs K Loyal
Assistant Head of Sixth Form – Miss C Dorber
Telephone: 01708 447368
Email jthreadgold@fbaok.co.uk
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