Welcome
Frances Bardsley Academy is an excellent school and has provided an exemplary education for girls
aged eleven to eighteen for over one hundred years. In 1906 Miss Frances Bardsley was determined
to offer girls in this area a first class education and the opportunity to develop their skills, abilities
and self-confidence. We hold to this vision today.
We are an academic school. Students will be taught how to learn and how to achieve the best
possible grades in the subjects which they take. But this is only one part of an outstanding and
complete education. We believe that our approach must be holistic: that we must support the
physical, moral and spiritual development of our girls. So we offer support in many ways throughout
and beyond the school day and a wide and diverse range of clubs and activities which will enable
their learning.
We have high expectations. Girls must be self-disciplined and motivated so that they can fulfil
their potential. Our motto is “Gladly Lerne, Gladly Teche” from The Canterbury Tales and we aim
to instil a love of learning in all who join us. This is a wonderful school and we look forward to
welcoming you and your daughter to it.

Mr Julian Dutnall, Headteacher

Our Values

“All staff focus
relentlessly on the
progress that pupils
are making.”
Ofsted 2016

Tradition

Innovation

Community

Achievement

“We hold onto
what is good
and make
decisions about
what we believe
and why that
is important.”

“The academy is
orderly and calm.”
Ofsted 2016

Tradition
We celebrate traditional values and events; who we are, the history of our families, our school and
our nation. We hold onto what is good and make decisions about what we believe and why that
is important.
We recognise that there is much that the past can teach us and that we can learn from history,
using this knowledge to make our mark in the present and future.
This is why we make a point of remembering the School Birthday, Speech Day, our trophies, our
former students and staff, British Values and our own values and beliefs.

Innovation
We are aware of the need to change and evolve; to learn from new ideas and ways of doing things.
This is not change for change’s sake but to find better and more creative ways of doing things.
Our history is one of enjoying opportunities and being creative wherever possible.
This is why we are often introducing new and unique ideas like having a Gallery and a Farm
and why we review the subjects we teach and the way we teach them.

“You have found
creative ways to reach
out to all pupils.”
Ofsted 2016

“We are part
of a local
and global
community.”

“Teachers plan
stimulating lessons.”
Ofsted 2016

Community
Our school is a community and we are part of a local and global community. Each member has a
contribution to make and a responsibility to others as well as having a right to expect a safe, caring
and supportive place to learn.
People frequently comment on the positive way our students conduct themselves and on their
willingness to care and serve.
This is why we invite students from Primary schools to come and see us, why we work with other
schools, open our doors to community organisations and support many charities and why we have
such a vibrant international dimension with trips and visits and our House system.

Achievement
We want everyone in our community to achieve. This might be through examination success. It
can also be through sporting, musical, linguistic or creative successes or in personal achievements
through overcoming challenges.
This is why we track academic progress and attendance so carefully and why we try and support
every student as they explore what they are good at. It is why we have such a range of ways for
students to succeed and why we spend so much time and effort celebrating success.
All our values, tradition, innovation, community and achievement, are close to our heart.
We feel that they are important in their own right and our school will constantly refer to the
importance of each of them. They stand alone but they also link together. They may not be
taught in lessons but we will talk about them in assemblies and form times and when we say
what we do, we will often explain that we do this because it is part of our values.

“The academic
progress of pupils
continues to be good.”
Ofsted 2016

“We track
academic progress
and attendance
carefully and try
and support every
student as they
explore what they
are good at.”

Our Learner
Attributes
(CARERS)

These are the strengths that we want to develop in everyone that we work with. Like our values,
they also stand alone and link together. These are taught in a more obvious way than our values so
you will hear them mentioned in lessons, particularly our Perspectives lessons, during form times, in
assemblies and on trips and visits.

Be Articulate
Be Creative
Creativity helps us to feel excited
and alive and to express ourselves
and our feelings. In this complex
and fast moving world we need
plenty of creative approaches to
problems and situations.

We need to communicate clearly,
respectfully and effectively in a wide
range of situations and to a wide
range of people.

Be Reflective
Be Empathetic
We want to be able to relate to others
and to understand what they may be
facing and feeling. We believe in helping
one another once we have tried to put
ourselves in their shoes.

We are human beings not human doings.
We all need to take time to think about
what we are doing before we do it, while
we are doing it and then afterwards. Time
to reflect is time to refresh ourselves and
to see if we can do things differently or
do different things in future.

Be Resilient
Life can be tough. We need
to develop inner strength and
the ability to cope with the
challenges we may face.

Be Self Aware
We are all different. We need to find out
our own strengths so we can use them for
our benefit and for the benefit of others.
We also have areas we aren’t so good at
which we can either avoid or develop.

