Frances Bardsley
Sixth Form
Year 11 into 12 Summer Task
Knowing which A- levels you want to pick can be a tough decision.
At Frances Bardsley Academy we want to make sure you are making
the right choice. You have been set a task in your chosen subjects
known as the bridging unit. This should give you an insight into the
subject at A-level. You will have an assessment in week 3 or 4, which
will give you and your teacher a good indication of your suitability
for the course. You must complete the tasks for all 3 or 4 of your
chosen subjects.

Your first week at FBA



Thursday 5th September

- Welcome breakfast in the common room from 8am
- Registration at 8.30
- Subject introduction sessions ensuring you are picking the
right subjects
- Meeting your form
- Team building
 Friday 6th September
- Learn how to thrive in the 6th form- includes an exciting
seminar with Learning Performance helping you to become an
effective 6th form student.
- Setting goals and visualize your future
- Followed by BBQ

26th September
TRIP – teambuilding

What you can look forward to
Big Activity Days
- Careers and well-being
- Treasure Hunt in London
- Motivational Speakers
Carers sessions
Learning how to cook
Makeup masterclass being interview ready
CV and Job application workshops
Chance to run your own societies
- MedSoc
- Debate society
- Feminist society
- Psychology society
Chance to be a part of a leadership group
- Senior Prefect group
- Heads of house
- Mentoring group
- Form Prefect

Joining the wider school community
Orchestra
Chamber Choir
School theatre productions
Trips
- Subject Specific trips
- University trips
- NEW YORK – Feb 2021
Preparation for life after sixth form
- Career Talks
- University Visits
- University residential
- Talks on Apprenticeships
- Workshops by Barclays - Interview skills
- 18+ week

Subject
Fine Art

Exam board
Edexcel

Head of Department
Miss Dorber

Assessment objectives:
AO2
Explore and select appropriate resources,
media, materials, techniques and processes.

AO3
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant
to intentions, reflecting critically on work and
progress.

Task: Visit one of the following exhibitions.







Cindy Sherman at The National Portrait Gallery.
Olafur Eliasson: In real life at the Tate Modern.
Sweet Harmony: Rave today at The Saatchi Gallery.
Lee Krasner: Living Colour at The Barbican Art Gallery.
Walk Through British Art at The Tate Britain.
Henry Moore at Tate at The Tate Britain.

Write a 350-word review that comments on the exhibition as a whole (The
curation) and also analyses at least two images in a little more depth.
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed: This work relates specifically to
the Personal study you will be writing later in year 12 and will account for 12%
of your overall mark.
Success criteria: You will demonstrate Competent and Consistent use of written
communication and specialist terminology. Use subject specific language in your
analysis (Form/ tone/ tints/space/ composition/ structure etc.).
Resources: TIPS FOR WRITING AN ART EXHIBITION REVIEW
DO YOUR RESEARCH BEFORE ATTENDING THE EXHIBITION.
If you only take one piece of advice, let it be this: As soon as you know which
exhibition you will visit, start researching the exhibition, the artist(s), and the
pieces of artwork that will be featured. See if you can find out the history behind
some of the featured pieces of artwork, the artist’s inspiration for the artwork, or
the curator’s inspiration for the entire exhibition.
WALK THROUGH THE ENTIRE ART EXHIBITION BEFORE WRITING
DOWN ANYTHING.

There will be plenty of time to take notes while you’re there, but as soon as you
walk in isn’t one of those times. Take a moment to walk through the gallery,
letting yourself take in all of your surroundings. Absorb your environment and
take a mental note of how the exhibition makes you feel as you’re immersed in
it. Do any particular pieces of artwork jump out at you? This will relate to the
curators thinking.
CLOSELY EXAMINE/LOOK AT THE PIECES OF ARTWORK YOU PLAN
TO WRITE ABOUT.
Which of the pieces stood out to you on your first walkthrough? Go back to the
gallery and get a closer look at each one of them. Write down everything you can
think of, everything that you can observe about the artwork. Keep in mind, you
shouldn’t be talking about whether you liked a certain piece or not. Rather, keep
an open mind and analyse each piece a little deeper. Take notes on the medium,
the subject matter, the tone of the piece, the theme, and whatever it was that made
it catch your eye.
WRITE UP A DESCRIPTION OF THE EXHIBITION AS A WHOLE
While each piece of artwork can evoke a different feeling or make you think in a
certain way, the entire exhibition, as a whole, could elicit an entirely different
reaction. How did you feel when you first walked through the doors? How about
after you finished walking through the entire exhibition? Write down your
thoughts and feelings about the exhibition. It can help later to compare your
reaction to the theme and goals of the entire event.

Resources:

The Tate Modern Website, The Tate Britain Website,
The National Portrait Gallery website, Barbican
Website and the Saatchi Website.
Any questions regarding the task please email Miss
Dorber at: cdorber@fbaok.co.uk

Subject
Biology

Exam board
AQA

Head of Department
Miss Blake

Assessment objectives:
Learn the organelles of the cell in depth

Task: Cell
In your project, you are going to use abstraction to represent a cell through
the use of an analogy. You will research each organelle and represent each
organelle that you have learned within your analogy.
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed:

Success criteria: Included for reference at the end

Resources: Power Point and Work sheet on the school website

Subject
Business Studies

Exam board
AQA

Head of Department
Mrs Chukwuma

Assessment objectives:
AO1
Demonstrate
knowledge of terms,
concepts, theories,
methods and models
to show an
understanding of
how individuals and
organisations are
affected by and
respond to business
issues.

AO2
Apply knowledge
and understanding to
various business
contexts to show
how individuals and
organisations are
affected by and
respond to issues.

AO3
Analyse issues
within business,
showing an
understanding of the
impact on
individuals and
organisations of
external and internal
influences.

AO4
Evaluate
quantitative and
qualitative
information to
make informed
judgements and
propose evidencebased solutions to
business issues.

Task: Research and choose an entrepreneur behind a fast growing business/
successful business
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed:
You are to prepare a 5 minute approximately presentation / report about this
entrepreneur and in particular include the below information:











The nature of their business idea and how it is unique / successful
How they got the idea
How they protect(ed) their business idea
Why they chose to start their own business
Where they raised finance from
How they ensured/are striving to ensure they survive in the early years
What challenges they overcame
Whether or not they employ people yet, if so how many and why
Where they have located their business and why
Any other information you think is relevant to the story of the business to
date
 Also include a bibliography in your presentation or essay.

The presentation can be in the form of a video / actual presentation/ essay or
written report (if you choose an essay or written report, be prepared to do a quick
2 minute summary of your report to the class)
Success criteria:
You will need to submit your research into the above task – make sure that you
have printed off the work and it is ready to hand into the teacher by the end of the
first week of year 12. (Power point presentations – should be two slides per page).

Resources:

- https://www.entrepreneur.com/magazine
- https://www.theguardian.com/business/entrepreneurs
- https://www.incomediary.com/30-most-influentialentrepreneurs-of-all-time-2
- https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/295693
- https://blog.bufferapp.com/failure-entrepreneur-12-successfulentrepreneurs-tell-us-the-biggest-lessons-theyve-learned

- https://www.shopify.com/content/113620870-9-examples-ofentrepreneurs-who-hit-it-big-after-their-30s

Subject
Chemistry

Exam board
OCR

Head of Department
Mrs Thrower

Task: Complete the PIXL transition booklet which is attached and available on
the school website

Task breakdown/How you will be assessed: Read all information – use the sites
and the cue codes to help you

Success criteria: You will be assessed in September

Subject
Economics

Exam board
Edexcel A

Head of Department
Mr Javed

Assessment objectives:

Task:
1) You are expected to discuss current world issues with family and friends,
and form and justify an opinion of your own
2) Using the information and sources given, you are expected to examine the
advantages and disadvantages to Britain of building the new HS2 railway.
Success criteria:
1) You will be assessed on the depth of your judgements about each given
situation. You will be asked to discuss your views with the whole class.
2) Your report must include a balanced argument of the advantages and
disadvantages of building the HS2 Railway. It must also include quotes or
facts from the given resources. You must include a bibliography for every
resource you have used in your report. You must come to a solid conclusion
with a justification as to why you have chosen your argument.

Starting A-Level Economics in Year 12 – submission date 13th September
2019
Hope you are looking forward to starting a proper Economics course in
September. Much of the work you will do will involve you analysing real life
current issues affecting households, business and society as a whole. The
government will have to make many key decisions in the next few years which
may have a profound effect on people`s standards of living.
Here are a few examples of these decisions, perhaps have a chat with parents
and relatives about these issues, but try to develop your own opinions which
you can justify!

Should we build a third runway at Heathrow airport?

MY response: (say Yes or No and explain why):

Should the government be investing in fracking for shale gas?

MY response:

What should government do to make houses affordable?

MY response:
Should the British government spend more than 0.7% of GDP to help poor
countries?

MY response:

A CASE STUDY: HS2HS2 is the high speed rail link between London and
Birmingham and extended to Manchester. This hasn`t been built yet but the
government would like to start work by
2015. Unlike most of Europe Britain`s
railways are not that fast. the government believes that
having a high speed link between Britain`s 3 largest cities will
make it easier for businesses to sell products throughout
Britain. It will also create jobs and make it easier to trade with
Europe as we will now have a high speed railway from
Manchester to Paris and the heart of Europe.
However building the railway line will cause much disruption,
houses may have to be knocked down, cemeteries disturbed
and areas of wildlife would be displaced. Some people also
say that it would cost too much to build and the rail fares
would be too expensive. There is already a fierce campaign
against HS2 run by environmentalists, local residents and politicians.

Your task is to write a short report of between 500 and 750 words with the
following title:
ASSESS THE ECONOMIC ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST BUILDING HS2

You should use the sources below to examine the advantages and disadvantages to Britain of
building the railway. Try to arrive at a conclusion! Enjoy!
Sources (use any others that you find helpful!)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

http://www.hs2.org.uk/ - government website in favour of HS2
http://stophs2.org/ - the campaign against
Newsround http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/21231575
BBC website
The Guardian search for HS2
12 arguments for and against: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-24159571
7. Good channel 4 report:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVhCiRvNDTg&safe=active

Subject
English Language

Exam board
AQA

Head of Department
Miss Smyth

Assessment objectives:
AO1: Apply appropriate
methods of language
analysis, using associated
terminology and coherent
written expression.

AO2: Demonstrate
critical understanding of
concepts and issues
relevant to language use.

AO4: Explore
connections across texts,
informed by linguistic
concepts and methods.

AO5: Demonstrate
expertise and creativity in
the use of English to
communicate in different
ways.

AO3: Analyse and
evaluate how contextual
factors and language
features are associated
with the construction of
meaning.

Task: This task is related to AO2 and designed to give you an insight into the
theories surrounding two of the key topics you will study in depth.
Topic

Theorist

Child Language Acquisition

Steven Pinker

Child Language Acquisition

Jean Aitchison

Accent and Dialect
Accent and Dialect

Basil Bernstein
Peter Trudgill

Task breakdown/How you will be assessed:
For each of the above theorists, summarise (in no more than one side of A4), their
views about the topic they have conducted research into. You will be able to find
a huge amount of information online and in the library. Please check the resources
box below to find links to relevant sites.
The summary should be in your own words and by the time you start in
September, you should be able to outline their theories in your own words.

Success criteria:
 No more than a side of notes for each theorist, summarising what they have
said about the topic focus.
 You will be able to identify the approach of each theorist.
 In your first lesson back, you will be able to answer questions about each
theorist and their views in a short low stakes test which will give you a
chance to begin applying your knowledge.
Resources:
- http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language7701-7702
- http://englishlangsfx.blogspot.co.uk/

Extension task: Listen to 2 podcasts from the link and summarise the key
points made http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qtnz

Subject
English Literature

Exam board
Edexcel

Head of Department
Miss Smyth

Assessment objectives:
A01

A02
A03

A04
A05

Articulate informed, personal and creative responses to
literary texts, using associated concepts and terminology,
and coherent, accurate written expression.
Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts.
Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence
of the contexts in which literary texts are written and
received.
Explore connections across literary texts.
Explore literary texts informed by different interpretations.

Task:
 Read 2 of the texts from one of the 8 thematic categories
(Childhood/Children’s Perspectives/Coming of Age; Women; Identity;
Dystopian Societies; Education; Horror and the Gothic; War; Love and
Relationships)
 Write a comparison of the two texts by considering some or all of the
following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

How the writer develops character(s) and setting(s)
The writer’s message and key ideas
Background to the writers or any relevant social context
Focus on 2 key passages in the texts

Task breakdown/How you will be assessed:
Production of an essay of 750-1000 words that meets the assessment objectives
You will need to present the essay (typed) to your teacher on the first lesson.
It is likely that this work will be developed into the coursework component
(9ET0/04) of the A level (20%) which requires the submission of an essay of
2500-3000 words.

Resources:
- http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English
%20Literature/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A
-level-Literature-spec.pdf
Text list:
Select one thematic category and read 2 texts from below to aid you with your essay
PR = Prose, PO = Poetry, D = Drama, SS = Short story
Childhood/Children’s Perspectives/Coming of Age
Atonement by Ian McEwan (PR)
The Go-Between by L.P. Hartley (PR)
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini (PR)
The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath (PR)
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens (PR)
Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens (PR)
Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha by Roddy Doyle (PR)
Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt (PR)
The Secret History by Donna Tartt (PR)
The Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes (PR)
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger (PR)
Women
The Duchess of Malfi by John Webster (D)
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini (PR)
Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf (PR)
The World’s Wife by Carol Ann Duffy (PO)
The Rover by Aphra Behn (D)
The Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman (PR)
A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen (D)
The Color Purple by Alice Walker (PR)
The Bloody Chamber by Angela Carter (PR, SS)
Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy (PR)
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne (PR)
The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath (PR)
The Mill on the Floss by George Eliot (PR)
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen (PR)
Identity
Oranges are not the only fruit by Jeanette Winterson (PR)
Beloved by Toni Morrison (PR)
White Teeth by Zadie Smith (PR)
Cat’s Eye by Margaret Atwood (PR)
Brick Lane by Monica Ali (PR)
Small Island by Andrea Levy (PR)
The Color Purple by Alice Walker (PR)
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou (PR)
Brighton Rock by Graham Greene (PR)
The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro (PR)
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey (PR)

Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys (PR)
We Need to Talk About Kevin by Lionel Shriver (PR)
The Outsider by Albert Camus (PR)
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller (D)
Doctor Faustus by Christopher Marlowe (D)
The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare (D)
Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare (D)
Hamlet by William Shakespeare (D)

Dystopian Societies
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley (PR)
1984 by George Orwell (PR)
A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess (PR)
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (PR)
Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood (PR)
The Road by Cormac McCarthy (PR)
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro (PR)
Wild Swans by Jung Chang (PR)
In Cold Blood by Truman Capote (PR)
The Crucible by Arthur Miller (D)
The Time Machine by H.G. Wells (PR)
The War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells (PR)
Education
The History Boys by Alan Bennett (D)
Educating Rita by Willy Russell (D)
Arcadia by Tom Stoppard (D)
King Lear by William Shakespeare (D)
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (PR)
Horror and The Gothic
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte (PR)
The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde (PR)
Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier
Villette by Charlotte Bronte (PR)
The Little Stranger by Sarah Waters (PR)
Dracula by Bram Stoker
The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson (PR)
The Turn of the Screw by Henry James (PR)
The Fall of the House of Usher by Edgar Allen Poe (SS)
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Edgar Allen Poe (SS)
Interview with the Vampire by Anne Rice (PR)
The Ancient Mariner by Samuel Coleridge (PO)
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens (PR)
The Woman in White by Wilkie Collins (PR)
Northanger Abbey by Jane Austen (PR)
The Bloody Chamber by Angela Carter (PR)
The Raven by Edgar Allen Poe (PO)
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (PR)

War
The Oxford Book of War Poetry (PO)
Birdsong by Sebastian Faulks (PR)
A Long Long Way by Sebastian Barry (PR)
Regeneration by Pat Barker (PR)
The Accrington Pals by Peter Whelan (D)
Journey’s End by R.C. Sheriff (D)
The English Patient by Michael Ondaatje (PR)
Mr Norris Changes Trains by Christopher Isherwood (PR)
Captain Corelli’s Mandolin by Louis de Bernieres (PR)
Love and Relationships
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen (PR)
Emma by Jane Austen (PR)
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte (PR)
Captain Corelli’s Mandolin by Louis de Bernieres (PR)
The Faber Book of Love Poetry (PO)
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (PR)
Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy (PR)
Rapture by Carol Ann Duffy (PO)
Enduring Love by Ian McEwan (PR)
King Lear by William Shakespeare (D)
The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde (D)
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (PR)
A View from the Bridge by Arthur Miller (D)
Atonement by Ian McEwan (PR)

Subject
Geography

Exam board
Edexcel

Head of Department
Miss Nutman

Aim: To develop an understanding about coastal change in UK and around the
world
Task 1:
1. How does the geological structure of the coast influence the development
of coastal landscapes?
2. What effect will sea level rise have on coastlines?
3. Why is Bangladesh so at risk from coastal flooding?
4. Find four images representing a range of mass movement along the
coastline. Annotate them in detail and include examples of where they
have occurred around the world
5. What is the difference between eustatic and isostatic sea level change?
Resources to support you;
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/sea-level
http://www.assembly.wales/Research%20Documents/Coastal%20Erosion
%20and%20Sea%20Level%20Rise%20-%20Quick%20guide-30012014235792/qg12-0014-English.pdf
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/climateChange/general/coastalEr
osion.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/water_rivers/river_fl
ooding_management_rev6.shtml
http://coolgeography.co.uk/Alevel/AQA/Year%2012/Rivers_Floods/Flooding/Bangladesh/Bangladesh.ht
m

Aim: To develop an understanding about why places need to rebrand and
change their image.
Task 2:
1. What do the following words mean; Regeneration, Re-Imaging and
Rebranding
2. Stratford, East London is an area which has rebranded itself, research and
find examples of how the area has improved in each of the following ways;
- Environmental - improving derelict infrastructure
- Social - overcoming cycles of decline and poverty
- Economic - Improve investment and job opportunities
- Political - What money can be brought in from various initiatives and
grants?
CBD in decline: Many CBDs can fall into decline due a number of reasons
1) Increase in rent and costs/upkeep
2) Congestion in town centres puts people off coming in and spending
money
3) The rise of out of town shopping centres and outlets
4) Edge of town science parks reducing the need for offices in the centre
of town.
3. Think about Romford’s CBD (Central Business District) Is there any
evidence that the CBD is suffering (e.g. shops closing/areas which are left
derelict or in a poor state). Give specific details. What do you think will be
the knock on effects of this change?
4. Use the photo of Cornwall below, research and explain how the region has
transformed itself.

Resources to support you;
https://geocasestudies.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/8/5/11851155/rebranding_un
it_2_geography_case_studies_-_google_docs.pdf
https://blographyvarndeancollege.wordpress.com/2013/05/15/eden-projectcornwall-rebranding-case-study/
How you will be assessed;
A variety of tasks; short multiple choice quizzes and group activities using a
range of geographical resources in the first few weeks

Subject
Health and Social Care

Exam board
BTEC

Head of Department
Miss Harris

Assessment objectives:
AO1
Demonstrate
knowledge

AO2
Demonstrate
understanding

AO3
Analyse and
evaluate

AO4
Make connections

Task: To research human growth and development throughout the life stages
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed: For your assessment in September
you will be required to demonstrate a good understanding of human growth and
development and the factors that affect it. Your assessment will be a mixture of
multiple choice questions and short and longer answer questions relating to case
studies.
Task 1 – AO1/AO2
 Identify the key features of each life stage – Birth and Infancy (0-2 years),
Early Childhood (3-8 years), Adolescence (9-18 years), Early Adulthood
(19-45 years), Middle Adulthood (46-64 years), Later Adulthood (65+
years)
 Learn the following key terms and their meanings – Growth, Development,
Developmental norms, Milestone, Gross motor skills, Fine motor skills,
Puberty, Hormones, Menopause, Life expectancy, Cognitive impairment
Task 2 – AO3/AO4
 Research Piaget’s stages of cognitive development, the development of
schemas and how he used his tests of conservation. You can watch
examples of his conservation experiment on YouTube. To what extent do
you think his theory may be used in explaining childrens’ thoughts and
actions? What do critics say about Piaget’s theories?

Success criteria: You will need to produce notes on the research you have carried
out and bring this with you to your first Health and Social Care lesson. Your

teacher will assess your knowledge in the first few lessons and your research will
be used as a revision tool for your assessment.

Resources:
- https://www.verywell.com/piagets-stages-of-cognitivedevelopment-2795457
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRF27F2bn-A
- http://www.intropsych.com/ch10_development/conservation_experi
ments.html

Subject
History

Exam board
Edexcel

Head of Department
Mr Hall

Assessment objectives:
A01
- Organise and communicate own knowledge
- Analyse and evaluate key features of the
past
- Make supported judgements
- Deal with concepts of cause, consequence,
change, continuity, similarity, difference and
significance

A02
- Analyse and evaluate source material from
the past
- Explore the value of source material by
considering its historical context.

Task: Produce a book report on a text relevant to Fascist Italy A-Level Course
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed:
Over the summer you need to read a book and produce a report on what it tells
you about Fascist Italy. The book must be of a suitable level for an A-level
historian. We recommend you read one of the books listed below.
Structure and Presentation
As with book reports that you have probably written in the past, there are different
ways to do so. If you’re not sure, you should look at some book reports online
and model yours on a suitable style and approach. However, here are some key
tips:
1) The book report should address the whole book, not just the first (or first

and last) chapter.
2) The book report should give an impression of how you responded to the

book; feelings, engagement, critical analysis of the key ideas, whether you
would recommend it to others and why.
3) The book report should include a summary of what you have learnt from

reading the book.
Other ideas may vary depending upon the type of book you have chosen, however
you may want to:



Describe the author's viewpoint and purpose for writing; note any aspects
of the author's background that are important for understanding the book.



Note the most important evidence the author presents to support his or her
argument.



Evaluate the author's use of evidence, and describe how he or she deals
with counter evidence.



Is the book's argument convincing? If so why, if not, why not? Use
examples...

Success criteria: You will need to produce some notes on the reading you have
conducted and bring this with you to your first History lesson. Your teacher will
assess your knowledge in the first few lessons and you will use the research you
have carried out to support you for an assessment you will complete in the first
few weeks.
Resources:
We recommend you choose one of the following books to read:
 The Italians – John Hooper
 The Force of Destiny: A History of Italy Since 1796 – Christopher Duggan
 Fascist Voices: An Intimate History of Mussolini's Italy – Christopher
Duggan
 The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, its Regions and their Peoples –
David Gilmour
 Mussolini's Italy: Life Under the Dictatorship, 1915-1945 – Richard
Bosworth
 Modern Italy: A Very Short Introduction – Anna Cento Bull
 A Brief History of Italy – Jeremy Black

Subject
Law

Exam board
OCR

Head of Department
Mrs Dye

AO2
Application of knowledge

AO3
Evaluating and interpreting
knowledge

Assessment objectives:
AO1
Knowledge and
understanding

Task: Analyse the effectiveness of using Magistrates in the English Justice
System
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed: For your assessment in September
you will be required to demonstrate a good understanding of the workings of lay
magistrates such as qualifications, selection and appointment and role. Your
assessment will be an essay based question.
Keywords
Appeal-- The process by which a more senior court reviews the decision of a lower court.
Civil law - The system of law concerned with private interactions between members of a
community; rather than criminal law.
Common law -The law developed mainly from judicial decisions based on precedent as
opposed to statute; synonymous with case law.
Guilty- A court's verdict that the person charged with a crime is legally responsible for that
crime.
Jurisdiction - The territory in which a court can operate and the power it has to deal with
particular cases.
Juror- A member of a jury.
Jury - A group of people selected to reach a verdict in a legal case, based upon the evidence
presented and instructions on the relevant law.
Lay people - Individuals involved with the legal process but without legal qualifications, eg
Magistrates’ and jurors.
Magistrate- A Justice of the Peace who presides over cases in the Magistrates' court.
Offence - An act or omission which contravenes the criminal law.
Summary offence – a criminal offence that can only be tried by a Magistrates’ Court
Eitherway offence – an offence such as theft, for which the accused will be tried by a
Magistrates’ Court or be in the Crown Court, where the defendant will be tried by a jury
Indictable offence – a criminal offence that can only be tried in the Crown Court

Success criteria: You will need to produce notes on the research you have
conducted and bring this with you to your first Law lesson. Your teacher will
assess your knowledge in the first few lessons and you will use the research you
have carried out to support you for the assessment.

Resources:
- http://www.e-lawresources.co.uk/
- https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/Category:Law_Revision_Notes
- https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=the+law+bank+magistrat
es
- http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-law-h015-h415-from2017/

Subject
Mathematics

Exam board
Edexcel

Head of Department
Mr Howarth

Task: Complete preparation for A-level mathematics pack
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed:
The topics covered in the preparation pack were covered at GCSE but are needed
in pure mathematics.
Success criteria:
During the first few week of year 12 you will be given an entry test. Completing
this pack will prepare you for this.

Resources:

Preparation pack and mark scheme

Subject
Media Studies

Exam board
Eduqas

Head of Department
Miss Venis

Assessment objectives:
A02:
Apply knowledge and understanding of the theoretical framework of media to:
-Analyse media products, including in relation to their contexts and through the use of
academic theories;
-Evaluate academic theories;
-Make judgements and draw conclusions.

Task 1:
Research the following theorists:







Semiotics- Roland Barthes
Structuralism- Claude Levi-Strauss
Representation- Stuart Hall
Identity- David Gauntlett
Feminism- Liesbet van Zoonen and Bell Hooks
Ethnicity and postcolonial theory- Paul Gilroy

Write the research you complete into your own words, in a form you prefer for
arranging your notes, e.g. a PowerPoint or blog. Include images and visual cues
to help you understand the ideas of these theorists.
Task 2:
Using what you have learned about the above theorists, choose at least two
advertising campaigns, two marketing campaigns, two music videos, and two
newspaper front pages which catch your interest.
Apply the theories you have studied: how far do the texts support/ reflect the
theories? Do they oppose the theories and why? Analyse the language of the texts,
and how people, places, and events have been represented, in your study of
theory.
How you will be assessed:
You will write an essay, where you will demonstrate your knowledge and
understanding of theory and your ability to both apply and evaluate these theories,

in relation to a range of media texts. You will be marked using the Eduqas mark
scheme for the Component 1 examination.

Success criteria:
 To demonstrate that you understand key facts and details about theorists
and their ideas
 To be able to explain the theories you have studied
 To be able to apply the theories to a range of products in the following
media forms: advertising, marketing, music videos, and newspapers
 Critically study the ways in which media products construct and
communicate meanings and generate responses
 Debate the ideas of theorists
Resources:
If you need help – there are countless tutorials on the internet, and the research
skills you develop whilst finding information will also be invaluable for your
Media A Level!

Subject
Music

Exam board
Eduqas

Head of Department
Miss Johnson

Assessment objectives:
To improve
performance skills.

To increase confidence To be able to practise a
when performing
performance
infront of a group.
independently.

Task: Prepare a performance which will be performed to the class during
the first few lessons back.
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed: You will be assessed against the
Eduqas performance criteria.
Success criteria: This will allow me to see what standard you are currently at
and what standard you need to be working towards. I hope this will be a useful
experience to give you feedback about how performances are assessed in line
with the Eduqas Specifcation.

Resources:

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music/as-a-level/

Listen to the two pieces below and answer the questions below only by listening:
Symphony No. 104 in D Major ‘London’: Haydn
Symphony No. 4 in A Major ‘Italian’: Mendelssohn

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What is the structure of the two pieces? Are they the same or different?
What is the tonality of the two pieces?
Describe the texture of the two pieces.
Write a one page fact file on both Haydn and Mendelssohn.
Write a description on how the symphony has developed between 1750 and
1900.

Area of Study C – Musical Theatre
Write a short biography for each of the composers below:
• Richard Rodgers
• Leonard Bernstein
• Stephen Sondheim
• Claude-Michel Schönberg
• Andrew Lloyd Webber
• Stephen Schwartz

1. Write a description about how Musical Theatre has developed over time.
2. What is the role of the Orchestra in Musical Theatre?

Subject
Photography

Exam board
Edexcel

Head of Department
Miss Dorber

DESCRIBE
TECHNIQUES

EXPLORE
PROCESS

Assessment objectives:
RECORD
INVESTIGATE

Task:
The title of your photography project is ‘MEMORY, TRACES & TIME’.
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed:
TASK ONE: Create a mind map of the words memory, traces and time. Look at
the dictionary definition, meaning and the history of the words. Illustrate your
brainstorm with images linking to your words.
TASK TWO: Take 30 photos that respond to the street photographer Henri
Cartier Bresson using DSLR, film SLR or mobile phone.
TASK THREE: Select 5-10 of your best photographs and present in a
th
Henri Cartier Bresson is one of the most famous photographers of the 20 century; renowned for pioneering
Street Photography and capturing candid moments that span from iconic moments in social history to simple
humorous or beautiful moments of humanity in the streets.
Most famously he coined the term ‘The Decisive Moment’ which means to photograph a moment in time
in a way that visually captures the essence of that event whether it be through visual poetry, a poignant or
humorous juxtaposition or the creation of a story in one image. As he put it: “To me, photography is the
simultaneous recognition, in a fraction of a second, of the significance of an event as well as of a precise
organization of forms which give that event its proper expression.”
Cartier Bresson used a 50mm Leica film camera – a light and discrete camera. He would wander the streets
and often wait for hours to get the right frame. He saw taking photographs of people in streets as a way of
exploring humanity, society and the medium of photography itself.

PowerPoint. Explain how and why you think they are responses to Henri Cartier
Bresson.
TASK FOUR: Attend one of the exhibitions listed below, make notes and write
a 350 word review about the exhibition’s curation and analyse two images in a
little more depth from the exhibition.

Urban Impulses: Latin American Photography From 1959 To 2016, The
Photographers Gallery.
- This exhibition offers diverse artistic approaches, from street documentary
to collage, the show traces a constellation of significant historical event
that have marked religion.
Cindy Sherman, National Portrait Gallery.
- A range of portraiture showing the artist’s manipulation of her own
appearance and her deployment of material derived from a range of cultural
sources, including film, advertising and fashion.
Alternatively, you may wish to go to a photography exhibition of your own
choice. For example the Tate Modern or Britain, Whitechapel Gallery and
Somerset House often have photography within their art exhibitions.
Students will be assessed according to the EDEXCEL A-Level mark scheme and
will receive written feedback from teachers. If you are unsure of any of the tasks,
or have any further questions please email: Miss Lynch – blynch@fbaok.co.uk
Success criteria:
✓ Work to be presented in an A3 or A4 sketchbook.
✓ For Students to use a dictionary and thesaurus in order to produce a successful
and detailed mindmap.
✓ For photos to be taken from interesting angles, for example, a bird’s eye view,
worm’s eye view, close up shots. Photos may be edited using computer
programmes such as Photoshop or using apps if taking images from a mobile
phone. The department recommend using the app ‘thirty six’ as it produces
contact sheets.
✓ When selecting your favourite images to consider the formal elements such as:
texture, shape, line, perspective and light.
✓ To word-process your exhibition review.
Resources:
http://thirtysixapp.com/ link to the app ‘THIRTY SIX’ an app that
recreates a film camera on your mobile phone or tablet.

Subject
Physical Education

Exam board
OCR

Head of Department
Mrs Cambridge

A02
Psychological factors
affecting performance

A03
Performance in physical
education (Practical)

Assessment objectives:
A01
Physiological factors
affecting performance

Task 1: A01
To learn the joints, movements and muscles of the following:








Shoulder
Elbow
Wrist
Hip
Knee
Ankle
Antagonistic pairs

Task breakdown/How you will be assessed:
You will be assessed on your understanding of the roles of the skeletal system
and will include structure and functions of the skeletal system, bones, joints and
connective tissues. Knowledge and understanding of the roles of muscles and
types of contraction will be developed.
Success criteria:
You will need to bring with you to your first Anatomy lesson a variety of pictures
of different sporting actions which will be used to label movements, joint types
and muscles producing the movements. (see below for example) Try to label as
many joints as possible that show different movements.

Resources:
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/316930-sample-assessment-materialstaster-booklet.pdf
Now have a go at the A level question below:

Task 2: A02
To develop your knowledge and understanding of the emergence and evolution
of modern sport and how social and cultural factors have shaped the
characteristics of sports and pastimes in pre-industrial and post-industrial Britain.
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed:
Research the origins of your chosen sport before 1850 and after the industrial
revolution. You can include the following:







Who was it played by? (lower, upper class)
Gender?
Was it a violent sport (law and order)
Rules?
Availability of time to play
Type of availability of transport

Success criteria:
You will need to bring with you to your first Sport and Society lesson a variety
of news paper articles of current sporting issues e.g. drugs and sport, global
sporting events, gender bias, media bias etc. You will be assessed on how well
you know your chosen sport e.g. National Governing Body, rules, Current issues,
required skills, fitness requirements and tactics according to your position/sport.
It would also help you to follow relevant social media accounts for sporting
organisations, exam boards and individual sports performers.

Task 3: A03
To make a record of any matches/tournaments/competitions that you have
participated in during the summer holidays. It will be helpful to include times,
distances, scores, individual positions etc.
Resources:
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/234839-unit-h555-03-socio-cultural-issues-in-physicalactivity-and-sport-sample-assessment-material.pdf

Subject
Physics

Exam board
Edexcel

Head of Department
Mr Newton

Assessment objectives: To learn about the historical development of Physics
-

Paper 1
Working as a
Physicist
Mechanics
Electric Circuits
Further Mechanics
Electric and
Magnetic Fields
Nuclear and Particle
Physics

-

Paper 2
Working as a
Physicist
Materials
Waves and Particle
Nature of Light
Thermodynamics
Space
Nuclear Radiation
Gravitational Fields
Oscillations

-

Paper 3
Working as a
Physicist
Mechanics
Electric Circuits
Further Mechanics
Electric and
Magnetic Fields
Nuclear and Particle
Physics
Materials
Waves and Particle
Nature of Light
Thermodynamics
Space
Nuclear Radiation
Gravitational Fields
Oscillations

Task: Complete a project on the following Physicists: Newton – Joule – Watt –
Coulomb – Ampere – Ohm – Volta – Pascal – Archimedes – Stoke – Hooke –
Young – Maxwell – Einstein – Bohr – Balmer – de Broglie – Hertz – Huygens –
Kirchhoff – Planck – Poiseuille – Rutherford – Snell – Kelvin.
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed: You will need to produce a project
on the research you have conducted on famous Physicists and bring this with you
to your first Physics lesson. Your teacher will assess your knowledge in the first
few lessons and you will use the research you have carried out to support you in
your Physics studies.
Success criteria: You will have gained valuable Scientific and historical
knowledge on the topics covered in Year 12 Physics which will help you in your
studies throughout your first year.

Subject
Psychology

Exam board
AQA

Head of Department
Mrs Agbodan

Task 1: To outline and evaluate the behavioural approach and social learning
theory in Psychology
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed: For your assessment in September
you will be required to demonstrate a good understanding of the behavioural
approach and the social learning theory. Your assessment will be a mixture of
simple multiple choice questions, description (outline) questions and application
to scenario questions. The marks rewarded will also vary. In addition to
researching the list below, please build your confidence and expectations of what
the assessment will look like, by spending some time looking at past papers. The
link is in the resources section below.
Learn the keywords and possible examples for each:
Behaviourist
Classical conditioning
Operant conditioning
Punishment
Reinforcement (positive and negative)
Identification
Imitation
Mediational processes
Modelling
Vicarious reinforcement
Theories: (Describe the theory and identify 3 strengths/weaknesses)
The behaviourist approach
Social Learning theory
Research studies: (Identify the aim, procedure, findings & conclusion)
Pavlov’s Classical conditioning study
Skinner’s Operant Conditioning study
Bandura’s Social learning study
Evaluating studies:
(Identify 2 strengths/limitations)
-

Pavlov’s Classical conditioning study
Skinner’s Operant Conditioning study
Bandura’s Social learning study

Success criteria: You will need to produce some notes on the research you have
conducted and bring this with you to your first Psychology lesson. Your teacher
will assess your knowledge in the first few lessons and you will use the research
you have carried out to support you for the assessment.

Resources:
-

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-71817182/assessment-resources

-

https://www.tutor2u.net/psychology/collections

-

Youtube – Tutor2u Psychology (Approaches webinar)

Task 2: Read the 3 articles and answer the questions for each article.
Aim: To gain an understanding how Psychology applies to real life
Article 1:
Fathers play a surprisingly large role in the development of their children
By Michigan State University July 14, 2016
Fathers play a surprisingly large role in their children’s development, from language
and cognitive growth in toddlerhood to social skills in fifth grade, according to new
findings from Michigan State University scholars. The research provides some of the
most conclusive evidence to date of fathers’ importance to children’s outcomes and
reinforces the idea that early childhood programs such as Head Start should focus on
the whole family, including mother and father alike. The findings are published
online in two academic journals, Early Childhood Research Quarterly and Infant and
Child Development.
“There’s this whole idea that grew out of past research that dads really don’t have direct
effects on their kids, that they just kind of create the tone for the household and that
moms are the ones who affect their children’s development,” said Claire Vallotton,
associate professor and primary investigator on the research project. “But here we show
that fathers really do have a direct effect on kids, both in the short term and long term.”
Using data from about 730 families that participated in a survey of Early Head Start
programs at 17 sites across the nation, the researchers investigated the effects of parents’
stress and mental health problems such as depression on their children. Parental stress

and mental health issues affect how parents interact with their children and,
subsequently,
childhood
development. The study found that fathers’ parentingrelated stress had a harmful effect on their children’s cognitive and language
development when the children were 2 to 3 years old, even when the mothers’
influences were taken into account. This impact varied by gender; fathers’ influence,
for example, had a larger effect on boys’ language than girls’ language.
Another key finding: Fathers’ and mothers’ mental health had a similarly significant
effect on behavior problems among toddlers. Further, fathers’ mental health had a longterm impact, leading to differences in children’s social skills (such as self-control and
cooperation) when the children reached fifth grade. In fact, fathers’ depression
symptoms when children were toddlers were more influential on children’s later
social skills than were mothers’ symptoms. In sum, the findings contribute to
the small but growing collection of research affirming the effects of fathers’
characteristics and father-child relationship qualities on children’s social development,
rather than just the fathers’ residence in the home or presence in the child’s life,
according to the paper published in Early Childhood Research Quarterly.
Tamesha Harewood, lead author on the paper in Infant and Child Development, said
fathers, in addition to mothers, should be included in parenting research and familyintervention programs and policies.
“A lot of family-risk agencies are trying get the dad more involved, but these are some
of the things they could be missing,” said Harewood, a researcher in MSU’s Department
of Human Development and Family Studies. “When the agency is talking with the dad,
it’s not just about providing for your child economically, but also to be there for your
child, to think about how stress or depression might be influencing your child. In order
to understand and help children in their development, there needs to be a comprehensive
view of the whole family, including both mom and dad.”
Questions:
1. What does this article suggest about the role of the father?
2. How has the role of the father changed over time?

Article 2:
Rosemary sales surge during exam season
By Sean Coughlan Education correspondent May 17th 2017,

A High Street health food chain says it has had to order extra stocks of rosemary
after research claimed the scent of the herb could improve the memory of students
revising for exams.
Holland & Barrett says there has been a 187% increase in sales of rosemary essential
oil compared with last year. A Northumbria University study showed pupils in a
room scented with rosemary performed better in memory tests. It supported the
traditional links between rosemary and memory.
A spokeswoman for Holland & Barrett said that after the research about rosemary
was published "we saw a sharp rise in customer demand". "As the exam season
continues, we have increased provision in store to meet demand," she said. The rush
for rosemary saw almost a doubling in sales compared with the same time last year and
a trebling compared with the previous week.
Hundreds of thousands of pupils are revising and taking GCSEs and A-levels - with the
suggestion that the spike in rosemary sales has been driven by anxious parents trying
to find a way to help their children. The research from Northumbria University,
presented at the British Psychological Society's annual conference, backed up historical
associations between rosemary and memory. It suggested that pupils who worked in a
classroom with the aroma of rosemary oil achieved 5% to
7% better results in memory tests. Researcher Mark Moss said the human sense of
smell was highly sensitive and sent messages to the brain, setting off reactions and
responses. "It could be that aromas affect electrical activity in the brain or that
pharmacologically active compounds can be absorbed," he said.
Rosemary has been connected with memory for centuries. In ancient Greece, students
wore garlands of rosemary in exams and in Shakespeare's Hamlet, Ophelia says:
"There's rosemary, that's for remembrance."
Questions:
1. How can news articles impact behaviour in society?
2. What forms of bias could be present with newspaper articles?

Article 3:

Body clock linked to mood disorders
By James Gallagher. Health and science correspondent, BBC News. 16 May 2018

Disruption to the body's internal clock may put people at increased risk of mood
disorders, scientists say.

A clock ticks in nearly every cell of the body. And they change how the tissues
work in a daily rhythm.
A Lancet Psychiatry study of 91,000 people found a disrupted body clock was
linked with depression, bipolar disorder and other problems. The Glasgow
researchers said it was a warning to societies becoming less in tune
with these natural rhythms. Although the study did not look at mobile phone use, Prof
Daniel Smith, one
of the University of Glasgow researchers, told BBC Radio 4's Today programme that
it was "likely" that some of the people in the study who had difficulties might be using
social media at night.
"For me absolutely my mobile phone goes off before 22:00 at night and that's it, because
obviously we didn't evolve to be looking at screens when we should be sleeping," he
said. People in the study wore activity monitors for a week to see how disrupted their
clocks were. Those who were highly active at night or inactive during the day were
classed as being disrupted. And they were between 6% and 10% more likely to have
been diagnosed with a mood disorder than people who had a more typical - active in the
day, inactive at night - pattern.
Prof Smith, a psychiatrist, told the BBC: "These are not huge differences. "But what is
striking is it is pretty robust across lots of interesting outcomes." The study found higher
rates of major depression, bipolar disorder, more loneliness, lower happiness, worse
reaction times and more mood instability in people with body-clock disruption.
However, the study cannot tell if the disruption is causing the mental illness or is just a
symptom of it. That will take further work.
The body clock certainly exerts a powerful effect throughout the body. Mood, hormone
levels, body temperature and metabolism all fluctuate in a daily 24-hour rhythm. Even
the risk of a heart attack soars every morning as the body gets the engine running to start
a new day. Prof Smith said: "The study tells us the body clock is really important for
mood disorders and should be given greater priority in research and in way we organise
societies.
"It wouldn't be too controversial to say we need to reorganise the way we learn and work
to be in tune with our natural rhythms." The study used data from the UK's Biobank
research project. However, many of the participants were quite old. Dr Aiden Doherty,
from the University of Oxford, said: "The study population is not ideal to examine the
causes of mental health, given that 75% of disorders start before the age of 24 years."
But he added the study showed the way for a similar research in "adolescents and
younger adults to help transform our understanding of the causes and consequences,
prevention, and treatment of mental health disorders".
Question:

1. What does this article suggest about the power of your bodyclock? How do body-clocks work?

Subject
Religious Education

Exam board
Eduqas

Head of Department
Mrs McGrath

Assessment objectives:
AO1
Knowledge & Understanding

AO2
Evaluation & Critical Analysis

Task: To develop your knowledge on the existence of God along with the
problem of evil and the role of religious experience in proof of God’s existence.
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed: For your assessment in September
you will be required to demonstrate a good understanding of the philosophy
surrounding God’s existence. Your assessment will be a mixture of simple
multiple choice questions, description (knowledge) questions and application to
scenario questions.
Learn the keywords and possible examples for each:













Philosophy
Ontology
Cosmology
Theodicy
Good and evil
Religious experience
Vision
Mysticism
A priori
A posteriori
Induction
Deduction

Theories:
 Plato’s Cave Allegory- How has this theory been used to define truth and the
purpose of a philosopher?
 Research about the following philosophers; Aristotle, Aquinas, Augustine,
Anselm, St Paul

Success criteria: You will need to produce some notes on the research you have
conducted and bring this with you to your first Religious Studies: Philosophy
lesson. Your teacher will assess your knowledge in the first few lessons and you
will use the research you have carried out to support you for the assessment. The
assessment will be an exam style question. You will the taught how to answer
the question by the teacher before you sit the question.

Resources:
- http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/

-

Watch ‘The Matrix’ with links to Plato’s Cave

Subject
Sociology

Exam board
Aqa

Head of Department
Miss Thurston

AO2
Application of knowledge

AO3
Evaluating and interpreting
knowledge

Assessment objectives:
AO1
Knowledge and
understanding

Task 1 : To introduce yourself to the subject teacher and class using sociological
key terms
Task breakdown/How you will be assessed: For your assessment in September
you will be required to demonstrate a good understanding of the topic
socialisation and culture. Your assessment will be a mixture of simple multiple
choice questions, key word/definitions and short answer question. The marks
rewarded will also vary.
-

Ethnicity, gender class, nationality etc
Culture - norms, values, beliefs, roles
Primary socialisation
Secondary socialisation
Feral children
Agents of socialisation – media, workplace, family, religion, education
Habitus
Imitation
Formal and informal socialisation

Success criteria: You will need to produce some notes on the research you have
conducted and bring this with you to your first Sociology lesson. Your teacher
will assess your knowledge in the first few lessons and you will use the research
you have carried out to support you for the assessment.
Task 2: Read the 3 articles and answer the questions for each article. (You may
need to do some research to be able to answer the questions)
Aim: To gain an understanding how Sociology applies to real life

Article 1:
The seven apps every woman should own 29th Jan 2018
Back in 2014, Apple released HealthKit, an app that let people keep track of a vast array
of health and fitness data – everything from blood alcohol levels and sodium intake to
body temperature. What you couldn’t track, however, was your period. Not one person
at Apple had stopped to think a period tracker might be useful. And that’s because
Apple, like most tech companies, is dominated by myopic men.
Four years later, female engineers are still very much a minority in Silicon Valley.
However, progress is slowly being made and the future of tech is looking decidedly
more female-friendly. Take the dating app Bumble, for example, which was started by
Tinder co-founder Whitney Wolfe Herd and has been designed with a women-centric
interface. When two users of the opposite sex match on Bumble, the woman must send
the first message, bucking the convention that men make the first move. Focusing on
women has paid off; Bumble had a stellar 2017 and is valued at more than $1bn
($710m). And Bumble is just one of a growing number of apps designed with women
in mind. From pedicure- scheduling to confidence-boosting to pill-planning, when it
comes to a female need, there’s now often an app for that. Here, Guardian writers
recommend some of their favourites.
myPil (iOS, Andoid)
Even if you’re lucky enough not to be emotionally debilitated by the hormonal surges
of the contraceptive pill, you still have to contend with the waves of panic that come
with forgetting to pop it. iPhone reminders and alarms can too easily be swiped away
into the ether, or become a source of office-disrupting embarrassment. But myPill not
only fires off silent reminders, it continues to show notifications after you’ve dismissed
them. The virtual packet allows you to mark off the pills you’ve taken, meaning you
can check whether you really did take “Monday” or simply imagined it (it happens), as
well as being able to visualise the month ahead.
Clementine (iOS)
Most of the time, my anxiety is a low-level background noise – I can usually ignore it.
But on particularly stressful days, my anxious thoughts can seem deafening, which is
where the hypnotherapy app Clementine comes in. It is pitched as a fix “for the modern
woman”; it is by no means a cure-all, but the “confidence boost” session can work a
charm. It asks you to imagine what success would look like and prompts you to work
towards it, rather than getting bogged down thinking about what could go wrong. At
just five minutes long, this session is also easy to integrate into everyday life. Similarly,
the “take a breather” session has prevented many potentially regrettable decisions being
made in a frenzy of stress; I just click play and within five minutes, I am feeling levelheaded again.

Workout for Women (iOS, Android)
Many women felt more angry than usual last year, and I was no different. I cast about
for a physical outlet and found an app called Workout for Women. It offers a mixture
of cardio and body-weight exercises, with the added benefit that you can hide away at
home as you puff through your press-ups.
You can donkey kick and squat while a voice from your smartphone keeps you from
lying down and wheezing. Since using it, my endurance for these horrible exercises
has shot up – ignore the slightly dubious “bikini body” title of one challenge and it’s
pleasingly tough. Of course, you could do these moves without an app, but I am part
sheep and need the bossy orders and digital encouragement. I feel stronger and it’s
addictive.
Treatwell (iOS, Android)
“Meeting cancelled, manicure scheduled,” reads one of Treatwell’s many taglines – and
while this hair- and-beauty booking app isn’t exclusively for women, the marketing and
design is skewed that way. Aside from the ability to make appointments quickly
and (thankfully) discreetly, the app also encourages user reviews – creating the
recommendations that women have relied on other women to provide since time
immemorial. Through it, I have found exceptional threading artists, discounted LED
facials and waxers who don’t double-dip (all essential and not always easy to come
by), usuallywithin walking distance of wherever I happen to be.
Hormone Horoscope (iOS, Android)
Do you use horoscopes for clues on whom to snog and when? Does your period dictate
when your next tantrum is due? This is me. This is how I discovered Hormone
Horoscope. The app tracks where you are in your menstrual cycle and offers
information and advice based on the body’s hormone levels. Day eight? More
oestrogen. Beware: you’re probably going to buy something you can’t afford. Day
23? Bound to be feeling volatile. I’m not sure I’d plan my life by it (that’s reserved
forastrology), but it does provide context to the highs and the lows, and it has helped
me to understand my body better.
Skin Matters (iOS)
There’s a lot of buzz around the idea of elimination in beauty – parabens and sulphates
being the main betes noires – but it’s hard to know where to begin. This nerdy app is
designed by facialist Joanne Evans and explains which ingredients to look out for,
which to avoid and why. All you do is give your age, gender and skin type. It’s pretty
basic, doesn’t allow for other factors (such as your heritage or family history) and
directs you towards Evans’ products. But there are more than 2,000 ingredients listed,
most of which I hadn’t heard of, and the explainers are pretty comprehensive, making it
a decent beginner’s guide to what’s what if you’re trawling through the small print in
Boots. Plus, you can change your profile depending how your skin is feeling at any given
time.

Question: How would a radical and a liberal feminist respond to this article?
Article 2:

Marriage between heterosexual couples is at the lowest level on record
28th Feb 2018

New research has revealed that marriage between heterosexual couples is at the lowest
level on record.
The new study by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) revealed that 239,020
between heterosexual couples took place in England and Wales in 2015, a 3.4 decrease
on the year before.
Between 1972 and 2009, a gradual long-term decline in the number of marriages was
gradually noticed, before the trend was eventually bucked between 2010 and 2012.
But in
2015, The number of marriages was 0.8% lower than the record low of 2013,
representing the lowest number of marriages in a calendar year since 2009. The data also
shows a steep decline
in tradition, with only 0.7 percent of same sex marriages being performed at a
religious
ceremony. Despite the overall decline, it also appears that heterosexual couples are
gettingmarried later in life, with the the average age for men marrying in 2015 being
37.5 years, while for women it was 35.1 years.
It reflects an increase compared with 2014 (37.0 years for men and 34.6 years for
women) and continues the overall rise which has been recorded since the 1970s. For
the first time ever, the date also reflected same sex marriages – with 6,493 being
performed in 2015. Of these, 44% (2,860) were between male couples and 56% (3,633)
were between female couples. Statistician Nicola Haines said: ‘Marriage rates for
opposite-sex couples are now at their lowest level on record following a gradual longterm decline since the early 1970s. The number of marriages between opposite-sex
couples decreased by 3.4% in 2015, compared with 2014.
‘Despite this overall decline, marriages at older ages rose; the number of weddings
increased for men aged 50 and over and women aged 35 to 39 years and 45 and over.
‘This is the first full year for which marriages were available for same-sex couples
and they accounted for 2.6% of all marriages.’

Question: Suggest why marriages are declining in British society.

