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Welcome and the Year Ahead
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GCSE Examinations

Grading 

Progression



Yr 11

July 

Work 
Experience

Sept

PDD: 
Careers

Oct

Taster Day

Oct

Parents’ 
evening

Oct

Parents’ 
evening

Sept

Period 6 
begins

Nov 

Mock 2 
Exams

Dec 

Mock 
Results 

Day

Jan 

Academic 
Review 

Evening*

Jan 

Deadline for 
Sixth Form 
applications

Feb 

PDD: 
English

Feb 

Mock 3 
Exams

Mar/Apr 

Full report 
& mock 
results Apr

Easter 
Revision & 
Study room

Apr

Period 6 
ends

May 

GCSE 
exams start

May

Leavers’ 
Day

Feb 

Study 
room open

June

Contingency 
Day

July

Prom

May

Easter 
Revision & 
Study room

Apr/June

Mock 1 Exams & 
Parents’ Evening 

Roadmap
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GCSEs - A Student Perspective

What was it 

like being a 

Year 11 

student?

What was it 

like during the 

exam period?

What can parents/carers do to 

help their child through 

GCSEs? 



Be successful at FBA
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Excellent 

Attendance 

On time 

Homework 

Independent 

learner
Well behaved 

Attend 

Revision 

sessions 

Outstanding 

Attitude to 

learning 

Be organised 

Ask for help 

Read for 

pleasure
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Exams and Grading in 2025

Ofqual organises all exams

Exam Boards

• Specification

• Exams

• Non Examined Assessment 
(Coursework)

Centres e.g. FBA follow the regulations 
to ensure exams are delivered effectively 

KNOWLEDGEABLE • RESILIENT • ARTICULATE • CREATIVE • EMPATHETIC • REFLECTIVE • STUDIOUSSHE IS…
KNOWLEDGEABLE • RESILIENT • ARTICULATE • CREATIVE • EMPATHETIC • REFLECTIVE • STUDIOUS



Examinations General Advice & Guidance
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There will be mock examinations and 
these will mirror what the students will 

experience in the summer examinations

The examinations take place in a formal 

setting e.g. Sports Hall

Students will receive a timetable

They need to ensure they are on time 

and have the correct equipment with 
them
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Student timetable
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Frances Bardsley

This is the name printed on 

certificates, there is a 
charge to alter this so any 
errors must be reported to 

Miss Woodward
1906 12345678910

Students must be present 

for their exams at the date 
and time stated on their 
timetable. Exams cannot 

be rearranged.

Students must sit in the 

correct seat or they 
may get the wrong 
paper or be marked 

absent
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Example 

Mock Exam 

timetable:

Over 9 days 

with two 

exams a day

• Period 3 

normal 

lesson

• Go home 

at the end 

of an 

exam in 

the 

afternoon

Normal lesson

Normal lesson

Normal lesson

Normal lesson

Normal lesson
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Normal lesson

Normal lesson

Normal lesson Normal lessons

Normal lessons Normal lesson Normal lessons

Example 

Mock Exam 

timetable:

Multiple 

exams taking 

place at the 

same time 

but with 

different 

finish times.



What do you need to bring?
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This equipment is needed 

for all exams.

Students must have their 

own equipment or they 

may lose marks in the 

exam.

You may require a 

calculator, ruler and 

pencil for a range of 

different exams



Invigilators
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•Invigilators are FBA members of staff

•They are trained and many are very 

experienced

•They are there to ensure that the students are 

safe and students must follow their instructions

•They make sure that the exam runs smoothly

•They are there to help students if they become 

ill



Exam regulations
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Instructions before all exams 

• Mobiles should switched off and in bags

• Students must take off their watch

• Empty their blazer pockets (they should 
have no notes or any unauthorised 
items)

• All items should be in a clear pencil case

• Remove labels from water bottles

• Enter the exam room in silence

• Follow all instructions from invigilators

• Leave in silence if multiple exams with 
different end times are taking place in 
the same room.

KNOWLEDGEABLE • RESILIENT • ARTICULATE • CREATIVE • EMPATHETIC • REFLECTIVE • STUDIOUSSHE IS…
KNOWLEDGEABLE • RESILIENT • ARTICULATE • CREATIVE • EMPATHETIC • REFLECTIVE • STUDIOUS



Thursday 20th August 2026
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Collect results from school

If unable to collect, someone can collect on 

your behalf. We do not email results/give 

these out over the phone. 

FBA Sixth Form enrolment

Careers Manager available
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Why attendance matters

Year 11 pupils with 98% attendance are 

almost twice as likely to achieve grade 

5 in English and Maths GCSE, 

compared to similar pupils attending 90-

95% of the time.

Missing just 10 extra days a year 

reduces the likelihood of achieving 

these grades by around 50%.

Missing school doesn't just affect exam 

results and a child’s time in education – it can 

impact future earnings too. 

Persistently absent pupils in secondary 

school could earn £10,000 less at age 28 

compared to pupils with near-perfect 

attendance. 

For each additional day of absence 

between Years 7 to 11, the typical pupil could 

miss out on an average of £750 in future 

lifetime earnings. 

SHE IS…
KNOWLEDGEABLE • RESILIENT • ARTICULATE • CREATIVE • EMPATHETIC • REFLECTIVE • STUDIOUS



The best chance of achieving 

good GCSE grades 

This is the equivalent of 

missing an entire topic 

This is the equivalent 

of missing an entire 
GCSE English unit  

GCSE course are 

made up of 120 
guided learning hours

This is almost 40% of the 

GCSE course



Academic Support

Year 11 have an extended school day 
every Tuesday from 8:30am until 
4:05pm

Additional Period 6 includes:

• Walking Talking Mocks

• Journey to Success 

• Subject revision sessions

This does not take place during mock 
exam periods and finishes before the 
final GCSE exams begin

Concludes with an afternoon tea & good 
luck messages
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In-School Support

• Tutor time – Careers, PSCHEE, 

Reading & She is Studious 

programme including English, 

Maths & Science interventions.  

• Subject revision sessions

• Study room including Saturday*

• Easter & Half term revision

• Form time & PE Intervention

• Mentoring

• Online Tutoring after school

• Breakfast before exams
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The Frances Bardsley Academy exists to empower young 
women with the knowledge and personal characteristics 
needed to live successful and fulfilling lives

Vocabulary at age 13 strongly predicts both 

English and Maths at GCSE
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Student wellbeing & Pastoral Care  

We would encourage you watch the pre-recorded 
session and read the parent booklet about student 
wellbeing on the school website

Much of the headlines and language about mental 
health is negative

We want to encourage our students to look after their 
wellbeing and focus on promoting good mental health 
by focusing on diet, sleep and exercise. 
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Student wellbeing & Pastoral Care  

It is important that students should be able to talk about 
their feelings to an adult they trust this could be:

• Form tutor

• Teachers

• Progress Manager

• SLT link Mrs Hebden

• Wellbeing Team Mrs Martin, Mr Lynagh & Mrs 
O’Shaughnessy

For parents/carers/family members:

• Use the suggested websites for information and support if 
required.

• Keep us informed 
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Year 11 Exam Preparation Page

Recording of this evening

Information for Parents/Carers 
& students

Period 6 programme

Revision timetable
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Pre-recorded videos:

• Careers 

• How to revise

• Wellbeing session

• Subject sessions

These are available on our 
website 
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PiXL Parent Pamphlets



MCS Parent App
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• Download the MCS Parent App

• All letters are sent out on the app

• Update your contact details

• Get your child’s reports to your 

phone

• See attendance, punctuality and 

much more
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Questions
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Thank you for listening
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