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What are GCSEs?

GCSEs are academic
qualifications which take
two years to complete.
They mark the end of
secondary education as

they move to next stage of
their education post 16.
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Structure of GCSEs

Ofqual organises all exams

Exam Boards
« Specification
e Exams

* Non Examined Assessment
(Coursework)

Centres e.g. FBA follow the regulations
to ensure exams are delivered effectively

ofqual

Regulates exam boards to check their
systems and processes are robust to
deliver GCSEs, AS and A levels

AQA=

=1
eduqas

@ Students
Sk OCR

Students take exams
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What advice would you give to a Year 9 student who is about
to start their GCSEs?

Revise little and consistently not
cramming like it’s a panic
emergency the night before and
learn from your mistakes instead of
getting annoyed by them.

GCSEs will be mentioned everyday up
until the exam. Don’t overwhelm
yourself. Revise well but take care of
yourself; physically and mentally
Ella Year 10

Make sure you start
revising 3 months
before mocks and

focus in class rather

than messing about

Elle Year 10

A good simple way to begin is short
focused revision sessions 15-30
mins long using practice questions
rather than only reading notes
Ellen Year 10

Take Year 10 seriously
So that its not hard work

in Year 11 but don't
overwork yourself
Addia Year 10
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How to be successful at GCSE

Attendance
Punctuality
Equipment

Habits

Resilience
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Attendance matters

Year 11 pupils with 98% attendance are
almost twice as likely to achieve grade
5 in English and Maths GCSE,
compared to similar pupils attending 90-
95% of the time.

Missing just 10 extra days a year
reduces the likelihood of achieving
these grades by around 50%.

Missing school doesn't just affect exam
results and a child’s time in education — it can
impact future earnings too.

Persistently absent pupils in secondary
school could earn £10,000 less at age 28
compared to pupils with near-perfect
attendance.

For each additional day of absence
between Years 7 to 11, the typical pupil could
miss out on an average of £750 in future
lifetime earnings.
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Threshold Actual Whole Days |Lost Learning

Descriptor | . ttendance | Attendance Absent Hours

This is the equivalent of missing an
entire topic

This is the equivalent of missing an
entire GCSE English unit

This is almost 40% of the GCSE
course




Punctuality matters

Our lesson structure is based on
research.

Retrieval Practice is very important in the
learning process.

All lessons start with an activity to recall
prior knowledge and use this as an
opportunity to identify and address
misconceptions.

Missing 5 minutes of a lesson will result
In a student missing out on this important
learning activity.
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| Equipment matters

Equipment needed for lessons and exams Pack your bag the

night before, make

B ¢ Ml..
\ . , sure you have your
\ Pencils N ) books/folders
RSTARS

Your books/folders

Clear pencil

case Black Pe“‘ are very important.
y |
— Pencil
' : 7’ Sha rpene r — Markus Zusak, bastselling author of The Book Thisf
SR, = - / Reading book for
::;t;l:tgr Maths set | pleasure &
iust i Highlighters developin
exams not just in Clebiuidior ghlig g
Maths - ask your el vocabulary

teacher
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Focus on being 1% better everyday

THE HABIT LOOP

"Whenever you want to change
your behaviour, you can simply ask
yourself:

i o— How can | make it obvious?

How can | make it attractive?

How can | make it easy?

Rewnan PespontE How can | make it satisfying?"
-James Clear Atomic Habits

2\
2/

(12
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‘ Habits matter

Organise:
Look at your
timetable & pack
your bag with
books, pencil

Downtime Or revision using case & reading
Listen to She is Studious o g book

Music resources Evening Meal &
Read a book Family time

Do some
exercise

Homework by
order of priority
Educake

Sparx Maths

Quorn and vegetable Roast chicken breast

Tidy your
room



Resilience matters

Tha: was the  «“Can’t believe that Example Structure of a GCSE subject without NEA
worst exam : ”
. ? “I ran out of Topic 1 Topic 1 Topic 1

| could time” Topic 2 Topic 2 Topic 2
have added
to Q1.10” “I may as well Topic 3 Topic 3 Topic 3
“She’s done give up on this

better than subject”

mel’

Example Structure of a GCSE subject with an NEA

Non Examined
Assessment (NEA)

Topic 1 Topic 1
Topic 2 Topic 2
Topic 3 Topic 3
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“I only need Maths and English...” — Why that’s

not enough
10 GCSEs 3 EESEs Sixth Form and Colleges don’t just look at:
APS 4.1 APS 3.9 * Subjects you need for entry requirements
Attendance Attendance « Subjects you want to study Post 16
96.1% 90.1% They look at:

* Your overall profile including attendance,
punctuality, suspensions etc.

Why APS matters:

*Higher APS = stronger application &
future success

*It separates you from other students
It can determine whether you get onto:

Average Point Score (APS) The « Competitive courses
average of ALL your GCSE results  Sixth form pathways or College
courses
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Examinations |

FI0310 check the examination detait below bedore entering your candidate mAormation

Assessments use past exam questions & they are (== [F== )|

Centre Number Candidate Number

marked using mark schemes to ensure e ATy ne TP

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1)

consistency. R -

PAPER 2 (Calculator)

Mathematics -
Higher Tier

Data is analysed and tracked over time with
regards to entries for subjects with tiers — Maths,
Sciences & Languages and data entry for reports.

@ if your calculator does not have a x button, take the value of x to
3.142 unless the question instructs otherwise.
[} .
Mock exams mirror the actual exams, they take g
u , y ® The total mark f his paper is 80
LI fo JESTION are n brackets
how pend on each Qu

place in a formal setting e.g. Sports Hall, receive R
a timetable and invigilators are used to run the .
exams. Pes723n &
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Student timetable

This is the name
printed on
certificates, there is

andidate Timetables Report

Name: l Frances Bardsley
DoB: 1

The Frances Bardsley Academy for Girls

a charge to alter this
SO any errors must

Tutor Gp: 11w

. Candidate No: 1906 ucl: 12345678910
be reported to Miss ContreNo: 12837 Sesson:  SUMMER GCSE/GCENVCE
Woodward Date Start  |Board  |Level |OptionTitle [OPHOM gy, UnitCode |Room |Seat |Length !
: e lcode MR susichull s = Students must sit
09/05/2025 |1:15PM | (9cC  |GCSE |Business C51008 |Gt cstouto-1 leym  {e1 [2hoom in the correct seat
SR LS or they may get
Students must be 12/05/2025 |8:45AM  |AQA GCSE [Ehatian 8702 i Paper |8702/1 GYM K17 |1h45m the Wr)(/)n g gagp er
1
. Edexnal Religious b k d
present for their 13/05/2025 |8:45AM | --°C°  |GCSE|StudiesB  |1RBOZN [Christianity ~ [1RBO1B  |GYM  |K17 |1h45m Oor b€ marke
Option ZN
Combined Sai absent
eXiIT'S at t[]et ddate 13/05/2025 [1:15PM  |AQA GCSE ?fuﬂ:;;”.?i‘;f:: 84644 |Triogy Biobogy [B464BIH |GYM |EM4 |inism
ana time stated on
thair timetable 14/05/2025 {8:45AM  |AQA GCSE |Geography {8035 S:sgﬁp“? 8035/1 GYM  |G7 |1h3om
E ' 15005/2025 [8:45AM | 0oxc®  |GCSE g:t‘i';i"‘lf““ 1MA1H E‘I_f]“ Calculator {1\1a11H |GYM  |C19 |1h3om
xams cannot be L
rearranqged. 16/05/2025 |1:15PM | WHEC  IGCSE [Business cstoas  |SOMP2 C510U20-1 |GYM  |G1  |1h30m
g GCSE Busness
{_Jans_ir;lraﬁ_nps_
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Invigilators |

Invigilators are FBA members of staff

*They are trained and many are very
experienced

*They are there to ensure that the students are
safe and students must follow their instructions

*They make sure that the exam runs smoothly

I

*They are there to help students if they become
ill
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Exam regulations

1
You must be on time for all your exarminations.

2
Possession of a mobile phone or other unauthorised material is
not allowed even if you do not intend to use It. You will be subject to
penalty and possible disqualification from the exam/qualification.

3
Y¥ou must not talk to, attempt to communicate with or disturb other
candidates once you have entered the examination rocm.

4
You must follow the instructions of the invigilator.

5
You must not sit an examination in the name of another candidate.

6
You must not become involved in any unfair or dishonest practice in
any part of the examination.

7
If you are confused about anything, only speak to an invigilator.

KNOWLEDGEABLE ¢ RESILIENT  ARTICULATE

JCQ

cic

AQA City & Guilds CCEA OCR Pearson WIEC

NO MOBILE PHONES
NO WATCHES

NO POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGICAL/WEB
ENABLED SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Possession of unauthorised items, such as a mobile phone
or any watch, is a serious offence and could result in

DISQUALIFICATION

from your examination and your overall qualification.

This poster must be displayed in a prominent place
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Academic Support

In-School Support

« Tutor time — Careers, PSCHEE, Reading & She is Studious programme
including English, Maths & Science interventions.

« Subject intervention sessions

« Study room open during half term and Easter
« Easter & Half term revision

 Form time & PE Intervention

* Mentoring

 Breakfast before exams
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Student wellbeing & Pastoral Care

We would encourage you to
read the parent booklet and
pamphlets about how to
support your child as they
begin their GCSEs. These
are available on the school
website

Each pamphlet gives you
practical advice about what
you can do and useful
websites to find out more
information
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Did you know?
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Deciding what to do

Before embarking on an apprenticeship, it is worth taking the
time to talk to your young person about what interests them.
Going to events such as WorldSkillsUK and Big Bang Fairs can
open their eyes to a whole world of careers and jobs they may
not even know exists. Getting inspired and being passionate is
the key to success. You don't know what you don't know.

For many young people, going to university just does not
appeal. Rather than falling in step, investigate what the
options are. If it is inspiration you need, Careerhap publishes
CareerMag with plenty of quality independent information
about different careers and qualifications, dispelling many
myths that exist.

And if wearing a cap and gown is important, consider a Degree
Apprenticeship. A Degree Apprenticeship offers training on the
jab whilst gaining a full diploma, but without the debt. Once
the apprenticeship is completed, most get a job straight away
with their employers. Imagine competing for a job with up to
six years’ wark experience with a degree and no debt! It will
make your young person very employable in a competitive
market.

How do | find an apprenticeship opportunity?

The Government has set up the Register af Apprenticeship
Training Providers to ensure universities, colleges and learning
providers provide quality apprenticeship training. The full list
of available apprenticeships available near you can be found at

Apprenticeships - An Alternative to University

What can you do

Information for parents and carers - CareerMap by Sharon Walpole ]

University is not the right pathway for every child, but
sometimes it takes courage to choose an alternative route.
You may have heard a great deal about apprenticeships,
but are not convinced they are 2 viable alternative for your
young one. Doing your homework may change your mind.

What is an apprenticeship?
Itisa real job where you learn as you eam, often at a
college, university or with a training provider. You can
start from the age of 16, but there are no age limits. It
can take one to six years to complete, depending on
the apprenticeship. There are hundreds of different
apprenticeships across  wide range of industries.

www findapprenticeship.service gov.uk. You can either apply
for Degree Apprenticeships on the UCAS website or direct with
an employer or learning provider.

However, many parents and carers feel they would like much
more information before applying straight away. Have a look at
www careermap.co.uk for live apprenticeship vacancies with
plenty of information to help make the right decision.

Careers are no longer a linear path. Qur young people will
typically have five or more careers in a lifetime. Whichever
path your young person takes, the more experience and skills
they gain along the way, the more successful future they will
have

LINKS
Careermap htps://careermap.co.uk/

CareerMag hitps://careermap.co.uk/caresrmag-registration/
WaorldskillsUK https:/ /worldskillsuk org

Big Bang Fairs https://nearme thebighangfair.co.uk

www findapprenticeship.service gov.ul

ABOUT SHARON WALPOLE

With over 10 years” experience leading in the careers

sector, Sharon Walpole is a Director at CareerMap, Editor of
CareerMag and Head of Friends and Partnerships. Her passion
is to provide young pecple support and access to quality
infarmation about careers and qualifications to help with
making the best decisions for their futures




Student wellbeing & Pastoral Care
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It is important that students should be able to talk about
their feelings to an adult they trust this could be:

* Form tutor
Teachers
Head of Year
SLT link

Wellbeing Team Mrs Martin, Mr Lynagh & Mrs
O’Shaughnessy

For parents/carers/family members:

« Use the suggested websites for information and support if
required.

« Keep us informed




| MCS Parent App

Download the MCS Parent App

All letters are sent out on the app

Update your contact details

Get your child’s reports to your phone

See attendance, punctuality and much more

Payments will be made on the app
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Questions
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Thank you for listening

SHE 18S...

KNOWLEDGEABLE ¢ RESILIENT ¢ ARTICULATE ¢ CREATIVE ¢ EMPATHETIC ¢ REFLECTIVE ¢ STUDIOUS



	Slide 1: Introduction to GCSEs
	Slide 2: What are GCSEs?
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Structure of GCSEs
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: How to be successful at GCSE
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Equipment matters
	Slide 11: Focus on being 1% better everyday
	Slide 12: Habits matter
	Slide 13: Resilience matters
	Slide 14: “I only need Maths and English…” – Why that’s not enough
	Slide 15: Examinations
	Slide 16: Student timetable
	Slide 17: Invigilators
	Slide 18: Exam regulations
	Slide 19: Academic Support
	Slide 20: Student wellbeing & Pastoral Care  
	Slide 21: Student wellbeing & Pastoral Care  
	Slide 22: MCS Parent App
	Slide 23: Questions
	Slide 24: Thank you for listening

