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What are GCSEs?

GCSEs are academic 

qualifications which take 

two years to complete. 

They mark the end of 

secondary education as 

they move to next stage of 

their education post 16.
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Structure of GCSEs

Ofqual organises all exams

Exam Boards

• Specification

• Exams

• Non Examined Assessment 
(Coursework)

Centres e.g. FBA follow the regulations 
to ensure exams are delivered effectively 
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What advice would you give to a Year 9 student who is about 
to start their GCSEs?

Revise little and consistently not 

cramming like it’s a panic 
emergency the night before and 

learn from your mistakes instead of 

getting annoyed by them.

GCSEs will be mentioned everyday up 

until the exam. Don’t overwhelm 
yourself. Revise well but take care of 

yourself; physically and mentally

Ella Year 10
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A good simple way to begin is short 

focused revision sessions 15-30 

mins long using practice questions 

rather than only reading notes

Ellen Year 10

Make sure you start 

revising 3 months 

before mocks and 

focus in class rather 

than messing about

Elle Year 10

Take Year 10 seriously 

so that its not hard work 

in Year 11 but don’t 
overwork yourself

Addia Year 10



How to be successful at GCSE
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Attendance

Punctuality

Equipment

Habits

Resilience



Attendance matters

Year 11 pupils with 98% attendance are 

almost twice as likely to achieve grade 

5 in English and Maths GCSE, 

compared to similar pupils attending 90-

95% of the time.

Missing just 10 extra days a year 

reduces the likelihood of achieving 

these grades by around 50%.

Missing school doesn't just affect exam 

results and a child’s time in education – it can 

impact future earnings too. 

Persistently absent pupils in secondary 

school could earn £10,000 less at age 28 

compared to pupils with near-perfect 

attendance. 

For each additional day of absence 

between Years 7 to 11, the typical pupil could 

miss out on an average of £750 in future 

lifetime earnings. 
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The best chance of achieving good 

GCSE grades 

This is the equivalent of missing an 

entire topic 

This is the equivalent of missing an 

entire GCSE English unit  

GCSE course are made up of 120 

guided learning hours

This is almost 40% of the GCSE 

course



Punctuality matters

Our lesson structure is based on 

research.

Retrieval Practice is very important in the  

learning process.

All lessons start with an activity to recall 

prior knowledge and use this as an 

opportunity to identify and address 

misconceptions.

Missing 5 minutes of a lesson will result 

in a student missing out on this important 

learning activity.
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Equipment matters
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Equipment needed for lessons and exams

Reading book for 

pleasure & 

developing 

vocabulary 

Pack your bag the 

night before, make 

sure you have your 

books/folders

Your books/folders 

are very important.



Focus on being 1% better everyday
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"Whenever you want to change 

your behaviour, you can simply ask 

yourself: 

How can I make it obvious? 

How can I make it attractive? 

How can I make it easy? 

How can I make it satisfying?"

-James Clear Atomic Habits



Habits matter
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Organise:

Look at your 

timetable & pack 

your bag with 

books, pencil 

case & reading 

book
Downtime

❑Listen to 

Music

❑Read a book

❑Do some 

exercise

❑Tidy your 

room

Homework by 

order of priority

❑ Educake

❑ Sparx Maths

Or revision using 

She is Studious 

resources Evening Meal &

Family time



Resilience matters
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Example Structure of a GCSE subject with an NEA



“I only need Maths and English…” – Why that’s 
not enough
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Sixth Form and Colleges don’t just look at:
• Subjects you need for entry requirements

• Subjects you want to study Post 16

They look at:

• Your overall profile including attendance, 

punctuality, suspensions etc.

Why APS matters:

•Higher APS = stronger application & 

future success

•It separates you from other students

•It can determine whether you get onto:

• Competitive courses

• Sixth form pathways or College 

courses



Examinations
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Assessments use past exam questions & they are 

marked using mark schemes to ensure 

consistency.

Data is analysed and tracked over time with 

regards to entries for subjects with tiers – Maths, 

Sciences & Languages and data entry for reports.

Mock exams mirror the actual exams, they take 

place in a formal setting e.g. Sports Hall, receive 

a timetable and invigilators are used to run the 

exams.



Student timetable

KNOWLEDGEABLE • RESILIENT • ARTICULATE • CREATIVE • EMPATHETIC • REFLECTIVE • STUDIOUS

Frances Bardsley

This is the name 

printed on 

certificates, there is 

a charge to alter this 

so any errors must 

be reported to Miss 

Woodward

1906 12345678910

Students must be 

present for their 

exams at the date 

and time stated on 

their timetable. 

Exams cannot be 

rearranged.

Students must sit 

in the correct seat 

or they may get 

the wrong paper 

or be marked 

absent



Invigilators
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•Invigilators are FBA members of staff

•They are trained and many are very 

experienced

•They are there to ensure that the students are 

safe and students must follow their instructions

•They make sure that the exam runs smoothly

•They are there to help students if they become 

ill



Exam regulations
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Academic Support
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In-School Support

• Tutor time – Careers, PSCHEE, Reading & She is Studious programme 

including English, Maths & Science interventions.  

• Subject intervention sessions

• Study room open during half term and Easter

• Easter & Half term revision

• Form time & PE Intervention

• Mentoring

• Breakfast before exams



Student wellbeing & Pastoral Care  

We would encourage you to 
read the parent booklet and 
pamphlets about how to 
support your child as they 
begin their GCSEs. These 
are available on the school 
website

Each pamphlet gives you 
practical advice about what 
you can do and useful 
websites to find out more 
information 



Student wellbeing & Pastoral Care  

It is important that students should be able to talk about 
their feelings to an adult they trust this could be:

• Form tutor

• Teachers

• Head of Year

• SLT link 

• Wellbeing Team Mrs Martin, Mr Lynagh & Mrs 
O’Shaughnessy

For parents/carers/family members:

• Use the suggested websites for information and support if 
required.

• Keep us informed 
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MCS Parent App
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• Download the MCS Parent App

• All letters are sent out on the app

• Update your contact details

• Get your child’s reports to your phone

• See attendance, punctuality and much more

• Payments will be made on the app



Questions
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Thank you for listening
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